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1enort

Cn_the Committment of the 719th Inf, Div, in the

-Breda, oeptember 1944

e il

Wwhen L took over the Command in the beginnineg of August

1944, 1n riollend, the 719th Infeniury Division wes committed on

N

both sides of Hoeck van Holland (exclusive of ¢en Hagg, end of

lalcheren) .

unlit o~ the 1i1ght was an S5 replacement Division,
its left neighbor "alcheren wes & division, which was partially
mede up of personnel with stomach trouble. The division commeand

post (weas) at Dordrecht, thet of the LXXVIII, Corps, to which

)
the division was &t Bilthoven near Utrecht. The left ad jacent
corps: the 1LXZXIX corps et Antwerp.

The organization of the divisicn: 2 infentry regiments
with 3 battalions, Inf Regts 723 and 743, Their commanders
Oberst Neumenn end Bosselmann, 1 artillary regiment with 2 light
battalions 1 engineer battalion, 1l entitank battelion, 1 signal

battalion, 1 medical compeny, 1 veteriNary company end the other

—y

colume =nd sunply units.

The dlvisi.n had not yet been 1n combat, Its spil.
conduct and the average age of about 30=32 vears were good. The
combat strengths of the units amounted to 75 per cent of the tables
of orgenizetion, t'.f{?

The conversion of the division from a stetic (%ﬁienﬂtfdire}
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dlvision to a4 horse dravm mobile division wes ordered st the end

of August., Hereby the status of offlicers and enlisted men rcmeined

ess 1t was, Lhe men necescary to take care of the horses wer~? tak




from the unit., Consequently the combat strengths decreascd to =bout

80% of the tebles of crgenizetion.

otill occupied with thid conversion. the divieion received

’
order, to prepere everything for relief and for commitment in the
region of Brussels, The question now remeined open, whether the

this region by reilway transportation, motor

or foot-march. The rellef of the division was difficult,
since no regular division was eaveilsble for that purnose and the
unlits pleaced at i1ts disposal arrived at different times.
After the completion of the relief, which had been definitly

ordered for the end of August, the individusal march groups were to

’
the direction to Brussels with the fullest
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The divlision heedquarters, whl'oh was at DRLDA, remalned there
for the nresent. At the same time the regiments were lnstructed on

the new situation and on thelr tasks. Accordingly, the 743 infeantry

regiment i1n the region of RCZLENDAAL had to reach  NT'LRP via LSSCHEN,

MARIA ter HEIDE, BRASCH/ KT, VERIE!!, whereas the 723 infantry regiment

A Y

in the region of BREDA wes turned off to ANT'.RP via MELRLE, RYCKE-

vorsel, OOSTMALI YNLGHEN [helr commenders received the order,
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to appear in the FORT de MERXEM or et the cenal bridge of "YNEGHE
for the further reception of orders., Jin all movements the greatest

speed wes recquired. lror that purpose &ll movable means of transpor-

picycles, were used hy the regimentc.,

sport was fully utlilized 1n a swift operé=-
troops In spite of the difficulties in
Arch groups,

irectlons took

0f the enemy. 116=
rear services causec difflicultles,
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0Dlock the ALBLRT=vanel fron
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ERXEM to HASSELT Speed 18 reauired.
roint of main effort is MERXEM. One hattaelion each of the regiment
in the rear 1s to be committed towards HERINTHALS, CHEEL and BEERINGL

tnemy who crossed eventuaslly is to be repulsed. 4 battalion of Dutech

rmed Forces is subordinate 2nd is moved by the corps headquarters

towards the crossing to the north of HASSELT. Headguarters of the

L

army corps from the 5th of wweptember 1n the morning
eastward
In thls difficult situation the rcconnaissence which wac made
immedletely revecled tt : 'NT"LRP wes lost, however that the
ganemy mede no arrangements for teking poscession of the important
was ascertained thet all brid
'or the demolition and thet they
ransportetion traln was on the
and ANTV/ERI] Lt beloneed to tihe 347th
,ained besides ertillery units and engineer

iy

company ol the 347th Diviglion, which was particularly fortunate
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gince the engineer battalion of the divislion could no longer heave
been reked in., The transportetion train wes l1mmedliately unloaded
and repidly moved to MLRXLEM 4,) The commander of & ttalion come

agd of personnel sufferineg from stomech trouble in Fort de MH!

reported thet he held the general

bercented
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of the situation shoved that in any cese it woss ime

moment to prevent the enemy forccs et AT HRP from

the high command of the 15th army and the divie-
silon on the 1l1lsle of 'ALCHERIEN. The alr activity of the enemy ine
crecsed notlicenbly, especlally wes the ‘Jestern~ SCHLLDE closely
guarded, since 1t wes the only possible weter route by which 15th
army could mekKe 1ts crossing The center of gravity of the next
ections was recognized in the fight for MEITXEM, especielly for the

brideces of that place. Lvery sSccond counted in this situetion.
Aceordingly under my commend the eumbined arrival of the merch groups
as not awalted, byt the units were rapldly committed so &s they

were 2t hnand, oSimultrneously the general stnff officer of the divie
sion routec the marcha groups of the ‘nf Hegt 723 the ordered direction

eand committed them. The division command post wes removed from

The qulte 1mpossible waesachlievid, Un the 4 2nd 5 September the
division c¢losed up, the front having a length of 80 km was solid. The
most important bridges at ILRXwLM and ""YNeGHE'! hed been blasted, re=
tre: ng units had been collected and committeds Contrary to ex-

the enemy h e t explotec Furthermore
rticulerly fortunate clrcunstance that enemy airplanss
= DPEEer., , 18 tc the everlasting credit
the 347th iny | to heve blasted the
Such short

For the composition of the division




the canal could be occupled cnly in a strong polnt-like manner in the
most important places lilere on the left wing Genereslleutnant Schill

of the 85th Infantry ¢ slon Lad already on his own lnitlatlive set

up a8 defensive front at canel using ell kinds of retreating unitse.

-

I knew nothing of ell this 1Ice the situstion at lMerxem engrossed
my attention. 0On the 6 September the regiment 723 was nlaned under

his ccocrmmand by corpe order. From the 6 September the bhoundary be-

tween the d: gions en to the éers
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canal, It cene to violent

lved in hervy ¢
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nmitted there, wes invo

nrevented & break-througl ow’ 1d not prevent the formation of

counter-attark.
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fbout the middle of Leptember the division ceme under the come
insnd oi tne Generel Svonheimer, The town of TURNHOUDT wes evecuated
voluntarily. The weaaness the defense of the
canal was the very bushy cover on the opposite benk. It gave the

enemy ¢ good ch:nce to =2ssemble forces of any strength at any point.
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furthermore the weekness lay in the quite ensufficient equirment rnd
armament ol the units scraped togetner., Thls epplled especlelly to &

rellway safety battalion wilth an average age of 45«50 years, This

% . =1 -

battalion waes committed at the ceanal on both sldes of RYCKEV(

On the 18 September 1t wes attscked by strongly superior forces,

J

'he enemy forced the Cros posgession of

counterattacks wil were starved « same dey dld not lead to tr-.

removel of thils ki Kl ‘- cnet 2 0) o¥. no longer descerioe the
later on
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