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A, 6th June L4 till micdle of August Ll

The Naval Commander lLoire, command post St, Nazaire - was re-
sponsible for the defense of the seafront in the western French coastal
sector, wnich reached from Aurey in the North as far as the mouth of the
Seudre in the South and which included the four Atlantic islands Noire
moutier, Yeu, Re and Cleron, He had the task to¢ repulse enemy attacks
frcm the sea against submarine bases St, Nazaire and La Pallice, the four
Atlantic islands and the harbour of Les Sables d'Clcnne and poseible land-
ings in thils sgector carried out by enemy trcops co-cperating with their own
naval forces and the combined arms=units of the enemy army fighting at the
coast, For this purpose the iforces mentioned in the attachec order of

battle (only attached in the original) were at their disposal.

In the north of our own sector the area of the Naval Commander

iretagne (Brest) adjoined, in the south that of the Naval Commander Cascogne

(Royan)e The chief weight of the sea~defense St, Nazaire rested upon the
17em battery and the antiaircraft battery coming into question also for

the battle against targets on water, whereas the ohsclete 24 em (railroad)
- guns had only linited fighting possibilities, The sea defense La Pallice
was perfect in every respect through the entirely modern 20,2 cm (Tower=)
battery being supplemented in a valuable way by the 15 cm battery, The are
tillery of the islanas Noirmoutier, Yeu and Olerm was weak as far as cell-
ber and age was concerned and was less suitable for employment against

sea targets and could be put out of acticon easily by a superior opponent,
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The 10,5 cm batiery near Les Sables d'Olcnne could be enployed with
certain chances of success against light naval forces, St. Nazaire was
strongly protected by antlaircreft guns, La Pallice sufficiently., One
was well aware of the fact that the capacity of defense of both forti-

fications against sea and land could have been considerably reduced by

concentrated air attacks.

A main landing by the enemy in the immediate area of the
heavy and the medium coast batteries was not considered probable, however,
the possibility of surprise raids or small operations against submarine

bases wag recltoned with,

From the beginning of the invasion till the encirclement of

[ L Rl T T . . T = il A & . S —— i ———— Ve e T - e iy i Ry E L L T
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vhe fortifications cf the Atlantic the fellowing engepements took place in

the sector of the Naval Commander loire engaging sea, land and antiaircraft

artillery, as well as the troops:

(1) A British task force (1 cruiser, 2-4 destroyers) making

its first appearance at the beginning of Auvgust at the mouth cf the lLeire
was taken under well directed fire at the end of that month on appearing
off the coast of the island of Yeu by two ?,‘_; cm batteries at a distance
of 60«00 hm (hit observed) and was forced tc turn off, The enemyv achieved
50 hits in the area of the battery which did not do any damage.

The 20,3 cm battery on the island Re carried out a night-

1y bombardment directed by Radar against a group of destroyers sighted at

the end of this mcenthe Thege moved out of the range of fire at onece to=

"

arc the north, came into the radius of visibility of the battery Les

sables, and were firet fired at from same with the aid of searchlights
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and forced to turn off,

(3) The light naval artillery, Battalion 684, (Noirmoutier
and Yeu), 686 (Re) and 687 (Oleron) were withdrawn from the islands be-
ginning of August after the breakthrough near Avranches with the main
elements, so as to be employed at the land fronts, Parts of the lst MAA
686, took part in the defense of the town of Rennes; the two other ba-
ttalions were employed in the sector Angers and joined the retreat of the
foerces in France,

The parts of the lst MAA 686 (Re) left behind were brought
up to strungth by clens fran boats put out of service in La Pallice,

(L) During the nights of the 25 and 26 July heavy air attacks
on the oll installations at Donges (to the east of St, Nazairez) with
heavy damage t0 same, but only slight losses of oil, Two downed enemy
planes,

(5) Continuous use of Naval Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion
J12 with successes against enemy air-planes in very heavy air attacks on
[a Pallice and against mine-laving planes,

6) From the beginning of the invasion up to the encirclement
the 24 Naval Motor Transport Battalion was successfully employed as escort

supply tran ‘. for vhe AOK VII from St, Nazaire to the Normandy front,

)

Be Middle of August Wi till the 11th May 194€

(I.) The encirclement of the fortifications of the Atlantic

having taken place middle of August (St. Nazaire/southern bank, end of
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August )=the Naval Cormmander Loire was confronted with the following changes

in the distribution of the forces and in the chain of commanci=
le The islands Yeu and Noirnoutier were avacuated, the
garrisons and mobile weapons were removed to ILa Rochelle,
Only 6 pieces 15,5 em field Howitzers were taken to
ote Nazaire and put into use on the southern bank,
2e The land coast batteries in les Sables were abandoned
The command sectors L2 Rochelle, Ia Pallice, Ke and
Cleron were subordinated to the fort commander La Rochelle,
4e The 6th outpost flotilla with 3 boats of the 8th
minesweeper flotilla of the submarine base St, Nazaire and the naval docke
yard at Ste Nazaire as well as 1300 men from boats laid up of the security
divisions, were placed under the command of vhe Naval Commander, whersas
about 1000 men of these forces as well as other naval personnel from the
fortress started to march with units of the Army to the Hast 'he 1300
boat's personnel mentioned above, the submarine companies, the first Naval
Artillery Battalion 686, withdrawn into the fortress after the operation

Rennes; and other soldiers released from the naval dockyard, from the

I &

arsenals, and from administrational bureaux, were employ2d on land and 1in

the main line of battle and subordinated tacticallyvy to the "Heapr", “urther

-
L=

narticulars about this mav be obtained from the renort of the commander at

L ]

! I" i."”']f'-‘+ 1-1""!
LANAYSS A ] J |

- | ¢ - - - \ . 'R j | Taolk al

ot, Nazaire, Brigadier-(enera -
’ . Tyt - "y - ’ ] | - ' i
The naval commander lOoire ws

subordinate position directly

AT & h ™ . X . ’ L > 1 1
yva Vil rFrOIFrLIresSs vommana in atid
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(II,) From the encirclement to the capitulation the following

military measures and operations were carriad out:

le Partial blocking of the mouth of the loire by means
of sinking bleck-shivs,

Sealing of the outer [Oire by constantly keeping
patrol with 1l=2 harbour security boats within the effective range of the
coast ovattaeries,

3 Patrolling by l=2 boats of the harbor security fleet
and &6 Qutpost Flotilla Loire-up the river near Cord=2mais, The boats fre-
quently took a hand in fighting with their own artillery during the engage-
ments on the northern bank, and were shelled repeatedly without losses.

October 44: Sending off of a small tanker "Mary"
escorted by a small harbour security boat to [A Pallice in order to get
Diesel o0i1l, The tanker with the escorting boat was attac and sunk by
enenmy naval forces on the return during the night from , On the heights
of les Sables a'QOrlonne,

m tranaferring the maln line of battl

southern hank of tr on the 218t Dec, 44 The boats

Flotilla wera employed to assist the activities on land,
pispatch of M, 34 and M 254 (naval recon=-
naissance flotilla) ne wes la Palliece as commanded the N:
High Command: M 34 for th afinite transfer:
fl n o ' : ! o ; AT thoarea L.’t" vod
ouXY* I¢ ne | LK n the way there (Sth April

Ti’ue) ln the neél :fhhlif‘h._n’?’] [_,hl‘?:-; ware ﬂuhjﬂﬂf},?-] .0 re=pombaram

lestroyers, covering salvoes, no hits, “ire returnad, Engagael
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off owing to rising fog. A transfer to the roar of M 254 could not be

carrisd out any more owing to the situation on the water become more critical,

During the period of encirclement altogether L sub-

marines, bringing up supplies for St, Nazaire and lorient, arrived, besides
a combat submarine to eliminate a disturbance, and one coming from Japan
for installation of the schnoerkel, Escorted by boats of the & outpost
flottilla when entering and leaving.

8. U 25%, which remained as the sole submarine in St,
Nazalre after the encirclement carried out successfully a mine operation
at Les Sables and one to ge't supplies to L2 Pallice (Diesel oil for St,
Nagaire anc flour for Lorient,)

Je The funneling of supplies from Lorient to St, Nazaire,
maintained during the whole time, was not interrupted by the enemy.
submarine chaser was shot aown in the vicinity of lLa Baule,

10, Owing to the non-incidence of air attacks the 5 Naval

Antialrcraft Artillery succeeded in shooting down several enemy recon-
naissance planes, Same was, besides, also employed with some 8,0 cm
and 10,5 cm batteriass provisionally rendered mobil, and light and medium
antialrcraft artillery platoons,

A 7,5 cm battery and a 24 cm railway gun (Batz
wvere rendered moblile by the naval artillery section and two 17 c¢m guns of
the III battery removed to the heigh®t near Lesnais (northern bank); limited

NOSsibllity of effect of these two pguns towards the sea remained, When

thelr range was Freat H‘.’"t()il;"'l’ some bhattaries of : .\htiqir(jr‘qft i‘.T‘i!&'I:itjﬁ

N i~

and the Naval Artilivey Battalion 200 were included in the plan of fire of
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the fort artillery,
The above statements about the employment of the forces

subordinated to the Naval Commander loire respectively St, Nazaire during

the pericd from the 6 June 194l; till the 11 May 1945 cannot cannot claim

absolute accuracy as written particulars are lacking,

gignca MIROW

Rear Admiral




WARTIME STRUCTURE
NAVAL COMMAN DER LOIRE
Combat Elements
Position of the 6th April 194l
COMMANDING ADMIRAL ATLANTIC COAST
ANGERS, vice Admiral SCHIRLITZ
NAVAL COVMANDER LOIRE
Sle NAZAIRE, Rear Admiral MIROW
MAA 280 LMAA 6847
Ste Nazaire Noirmoutier
1o /W4=7,5 Ste Gildas Noirmoutier
2¢/U=7,5 Pointeau 5 batteries with

3o /4=~17 Fort de Leve 6-15,5 cm FGH,

/ s Y ; - ,
4o /2=2l1 Batz s.M, 12-7,5 cm F.H,

ﬁ./z-i)h l')r‘-.'-'fé‘.illﬂﬁ {"?-?,S chn Lgn..r}.

besides after [le d'Yeu

B I A

ancirc 1amer1 v 3 hbatteries with

)

6./3—7,5 in land front J=1s5 Cm F.K,
1) later on rearmed 2=7.62 cm L,A.G.
in 10,5 cm SK 3=3,7 cm Ilak

C=2 cn Flak

Besides Iy infantry companies

e gl S TR A e

subordinated to the Heer tor training and for equipment.




MS # B=005

LMAA 686™

Ile de Re

4 batteriss with
i=15,5 em F.H,
12=7,5 cm F K.,

3« 7,62 em LeoAG,
3 «7,5 cm L.ALG,
Besides 3 Infantry

companies

AVIRN. iRd BOLE

Tle de Re

€ batteries with
6=7,5 cm

?—h cm

12=2 ¢cm

3=150 c¢m heavy
1 Fu, M,0,
gierent

2 batteries with

j—?,ﬁ cm

¥gubordinated to the Heer for training and for equipment.

MAA 282,

Ile de Re

le/U = 7,5 cm

2./4 = 7,5 cm

3./3 = 15 cm
he/2 = 20,3 em D
5./l = 8,8 cm
Besides tactically
subordinated to HKA
Regt, 1280

Yy r

Res: L=22 cm

HSFL IOIRE

Group Ste Nazaire
9 boats

armament of

d cm - 3,7 cm
Group lLa Pallice

11 boats

Armament of




7=2 cm
=150 em heavy
2le MoKoJA,
ot, Nazaire O¢ VDo 2 i

ote Nazalre

10) Vp boats

Armament of

2 cm - 10,5 cm
80 M8, F1™" LMAA 687%
Ste Nazaire | lle d'Qleron

8 batteries with

6-15, 5 cm F,H,

2=7,5 cm FK,

Armament each boat tactically subordinated irom
2=-10,5 cm HKA Regt, 1201:

8«15 cm F,.H,

u=10 em F,K.

Besides 3 infantry companies
6-CMG, 3=8,0 (OM) companies

Ve Naval Flak brigade St, Nazaire (Flak-) tactically subordinated to the 13th Flak

Wsubordinated to the Hear for training and for equipnent
#*subordination only after encirclement.
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Division of the Luftwatfe at Laval up to the encirclement,
Me Flak A, 703 Me Flak A, 705
te Nazaire 7 batteries with Ste Nazaire 7 batteries with
3«10,5 em D
17=10,5 cm E
16=2 cm ¥
(thereof 8-10,5 cm E 1-200 cm heavy
also for special combat) 14=150 em heavy
l=3,7 em D
1=/} cm after encirclement
1l=2 cm V besides 4 batteries
12=2 cm K with
2=200 cm heavy 13-105 cm

15-150 cm heavy 6-3,7 em D

? ., Mudi jj—%,? cm K

after enclosure =2 cm V
besides ¢ batteries 13=2 ¢m E and
with 3=-10,5 cm u,
L=-8,8 em

B=2 cm and

h=10,5 cm as

single guns

M. Flak A, 009 Me Flak, Ae 020
St Nazaire Ste Nazajire

7 batteries with ( batteries with




MS # B=005

U4=12,8 cm 20=4 cm
8=10,5 cm D 2=3,7 em D
3=10,5 cm E 23=3,7 cm E
thereof 4-=12,0 cm 17-2 cm V
and 12-10,5 cm 31=2 cm E
also for special combat 29-60 cm heavy
162 cm

17=150 cin heavy

7T Fu, M.,0.

After encirclement

besldes 3 batteries

with

6-15,5 cm

U=10,5 cm

Z=0,0 ¢m and

6-10,5 cm as single pieces

O, Naval smoke producing unit

Y

Ste Nazaire
3 smoke producing companies
and 1 smoke equipment unit
on the Lolre

NDissolved ang split

(After the encirclement,)

Fl)f_l‘? snation 0f signs

. e ——— R g V. e

. Al o "|4 A ok 1 P—— [ = - .
?ﬂhﬂ - NAVEA =AD" L] : el a1 f-rJ ] 1 Ol
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LMAA
M.Flak. A
HSFL

VPe EL,
MeSe Fl,
MoK A,
HeKeboe REL.
Foke

P

V

:..I;C h“' " Sars

-ldght Navel artillery Battalion

-Naval Flak Battalion

~Harbour protection flotilla

-Qutpest flotilla

-Patrol fleotilla

-Naval Motor Transport Battalion

-Arny coast artillery
-fleld howitzer

-field gun

-land def'ense gun

-5ingle gun carriage
~gouble gun carriagze

-~{'Our barreled machine gun

-~searchlight

Fu.,Mo, = radar - position finding equipment
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KRIEGSGLIEDZRUNG
SEENKOMMANDANT LOIRE
Kampftruppen

STAND VOM 6.VI.1944

Gefertigt am 206.April 1946

KONMPAND IERENDER ADMIRAL ATLANTIKKULSTE

ANGERS, VIZEADMIRAL SCHIRLITZ

SEEKOMMANDANT LOIRE

ST .NAZAIRE, KONTERADMIRAL MIROW

MAA 280

St .Nazaire

1./4=7,5 St,Gildas
2./4=7,5 Pointeau L)
3./4=17 Fort de leve
L./2=2l, Batz s.M,
5./2=2l, Prefailles
ausserdem nach kine-
schliessung:

6./3=7,5 in Landfront

1) spaeter umarmiert

in 10,5 cm SK

IMAA 684 *)

Noirmoutier
Noirmoutier

5 Batterien mit
b=15,5 em F.H.
le=7.5 em F.K,
6-7,5 cm L.A.G.
Ile d'Yeu

3 Batterien mit
9-7,5 cm F, K.
2=7,0. cm

3=3,7 cm Flak
He=2 cm Flak
Ausserdem 4 Infan-

teriekompanien
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IMAA 686 *) MAA 282,

Ile de Re Ile de Re
4 Batterien mit Li/h 7,5 em
4L - 15,5 cm F.H, 2./ - 7,5 cm
2= 7.5 em F.K, 3./3 = 15 em
g 7,82 on L.A.G, L./2 = 20,3 em D
3= 7,5 amL.AG 5./4 - 8,8 cm
Ausseradem 3 Infanterie- - Ausserdem taktisch
kompanien unterstellt von HKA
Hegt , 1280
ne: 4 = 22 cm
Les Sables: 4 - 1U,5 cm
VFlak.n,812 HSIL LOIRE
Ile de Re Gruppe St.Nazaire
ites Y Boote
> Batterien mit Bewaffnung von
8 - 7,5 cem 2 cm - 3,7 em
Y -4 om Gruppe la Pallice
12 = 2 cm 11 Boote
8 - 150 cm Bewaf fnung von
1l Fu.M.C, <cm - 7,5 cm
Cleron:
2 Batterien
8 - 7,5 em
3 =4 om
[ = 2 cm

4L - 150 em Schw.
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2L M. K. A,

St.Nazaire 6.Vp.Fl.
St.Nazaire
10 Vp=Boote
Bewaffnung von
2 cm - 10,5 cm

el IMAA 687 *)

8.M.S.Fl.
St.Nazaire Ile d'Oleron
M 34 8 Batterien mit
M 28 6 - 15,5 cm F.H,
M 254 12 - 7,5 cm F.K,
Bewafinung Jje Boot: taktisch unterstellt vom
2 - 10,5 cm HKA Regt,l1281:
l -3,7 ecm D 8 - 15 em F,H.

2 cm V 4 - 10 em F.K,

2 cm E Aysserdem 3 Infanterie-

6 CMG kOii {Janien

3 - 8,8 com Raketen

V.MARINE FLAKERIGADE ST.NAZAIRE (flaktaktisch bis zur Einschliessung der

13 Flakdivision der Luftwaffe in Laval unterstellt)

M.Flak.A.703 M.Flak,A,705

St.Nazaire 7 Batterien nit St.Nazaire 7 Batterien mit
4 - 12,8 cm 3« 10,5cm D

4L - 10,5 cm D 17 = 10,5 em E

16 - 10,5 cm E 16 - 2 cm E
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(daven 8 - 10,5 cm E 1 - 200 em Schw.
such fuer Seezielbekaempfung) i - 150 cm Schw.
l -3,7¢cmD 7 Fu,M.0U,
L cm nach Einschliessung
2 om ausserdem 4 Batte-
2 om rien mit
2 - 200 cm 13 = 10,5 em
15 - 150 cm 6 - 3,7 em D

7 Fu.M.0. L - 3,7 cm K

nach kEinschliessung R 2

ausserdem 2 Batterien

mit

L - 8,8 cm ' 8,8 cm

8 -« 2 cmund ls Linzelgeschuetze,
L - 10,5 cm als

Finzelgeschuetze.

M.Flak.A.809 M.Flak,A.820
St.Nazaire St.Nazaire

7 Batterien mit 7 Batterien mit
L - 12,8 cm 20 = 4 cm

8 - 10,5 em D 2 = 3,7

8 - 10,5 cm E 23 = 3,1

davon 4 - 12,8 cm Ll = &

und 12 - 10,5 cm 31 - 2

auch fuer Seezie lbekaempiung 29
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16 - 2 cm
17 = 15C em Schw,
7 Fu.M.0,
Nach Lkinschllessung

ausserdem 3 Batterien

15,5 em F.H,
10,5 cm
8,8 cm und
5 =« 10,5 cm als Kinzelgeschuetze.
6.Mar . ‘lebelabtlg.
St.Nazaire
3 Nebelkompanien
u.l Nebeltraegergruppe
auf der Loire,
(Nach der Einschliessung aufgeloest und aufgeteilt)
Zeichenerklaerung
MAA Marine-Artillerieabtelliung
ILMAA leichte Mar,Artl.Abtlg.
M,Flak.A. = Marine-~llak-Abteilung

HSFL Hafensclhutzflottille

Vp.Fl, Vorpostenflottille (:

M.S.F1l. Minensuchflottille
M.K.A. = Mar.Kraftfahrabtlg.

H.K.A.ligt,.~ Heereskuesten-Artl.Regt.
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F.H. Feldhaubitze

F.K. Feldkanone
Lande~Abwehrgeschuetz
minzel=Lalfette
Doppel~ M
Vierlings "
Scheinwerfer
funkmess-Ortungsgeraet

ausblldung u., uinsatz dem Heer unterstellt,

¥¥%) Unterstellung erst nach Linschliessung.
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