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[Abbreviations, continued: ]
Mt .Caizo - Monte Calzo - (CAlzo Mmountain

W/

Mt .Majo - Monte Majo - Ma jo mountain

R e e i | Garmisch, 26 March 1047
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September 1943 to Octoler 104, .

A. The positions in the combat sector south of Rome

September 19,3 to the beginning of June 190LL

T

I« Construction of fleld fortifications in the Garig

————— e W —

Sanpro - area, September he middle of January 194L.

-

8., Feldmerschall Kesselrings|(strategic !decision.

By his decision of September 19,3, to install the 10.,Armee which,
after the landing of the American - British Armies was withdrawing from
the Salerno - Taranto area in a delaying action, in & pos’ tion previously
selected end prepared, and thereby to bring the attacl on Central Ttaly
and Rome tc a standstil), Feldmarschall Kesselring decisivelv influenced
the development of the fighting in the Italian area and thereby definitely
ttited, as oearly as that time, his basic opinion onthe value of ctratepic

rleld fortifications in s battle against superior enemy forces, As a matter

of fact, 1t can be followed, like a red thread, throwgt all ci bns
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will be assigned their own transport trains, their own transport space
(trucking !, their own unlocading depot eir own storage speces; whenever
possible measures to this effect should be carried out at as many places
es feasible already while currert reconna’ssance of the defensive area 1s

still under way., An enumeration of details may be omitted as far as
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requirements of the supply services for the corstruction of fortifications
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are concerned, llowever, it should be remembered that the same consideration

should be given to the necessity of preparing suflficiently comfortable

billets for the reserves to be stationed ready for action within the
main battle field, as to the increase of the defensive powsr of the

WG‘&}" ones .
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meterial 1s the employment of trained construction personnel, at least in
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the begimning, for the first start in/operations, Beside using treined

construct..on battalions assembled according to purely technical points
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of “ew, it appears advisable to secure the participstion of units of
the Divisions schedulea to occupy the position, which, because of their
prectical experience on the front on one hand, and because of their
narticular interest in their own sector on the other harnd, are in a
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position to give the construction opersations/invigorating and tinulating

beginning 1t 18 necessary to ap oint commanders
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be brought up later on, may be incorporated into their sectors subse-
quently, Uniformity of interpretation, steady progress of work, and practical
experience will bring about the best resulgts in this manner, To every

one of these commanders one experienced infantry officer will be assipgned

to act as representative of the directive staff [lLeitungssteb ], and

whenever possible also one artillery officer from the reconra'ssarce

stafl of the sector, in order to puarantee that tactical resuirements

are properly teie: . ocare of in the cunstruction, His suspestions constitute

valvable contributions to the tactical correctness of the cornstructions;
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his instructiong, given by order of the directive staff and scoording
to 1ts instructions, are binding for the commander of the construction secvor.

As far as the actual construction of individual installations s concerned,
't 1s advisable to provide the commanders - down to those of the individual
construction detachments « with uniformn construction sketches, to be prepared
by the directive staff with the approval of the commanders of the
reconnalssance staffs,

Active cooperation with the commanders (incl, of Btl. Kds.) of the
Divisions seheduled to occupy the position is necessarv, Aside from their
personal influence,it is their particular dut,y to make recommendations with
regard to assuring proper {ire concentratlon of the weapons to be emplaced

boundcaries,

crganization of operational posit:

These officers should have
of <verrain, and a
voung, resilient,
verv eager T0 g0 1nto actlOl IT 18 n ivisable to appoint
mostly 2f engil) >{ficers because this may result in
of a technical nature, The emplaced weapons' ability
npletely is more important than their
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tactically perfect protection against loss or damage., And, same token,

18 more important thet the combat and reserve troops will b t to leave
their quarters and be ready for action in the shortest poss time than to
seée to 1t that they are absolutely protected egainst eneny fire, as desirable

4

may be as such, Therafore, the most outetanding infantry officer
will be appointed leader of the staff and f'irst in charge, while an artillery
of ficer of exceptional qualities wil , as the serond in charge, One or two

voungz and able engineer of'f interested 1in tactical problems are necessary,

These will be joined by an experienced, possibly ler of'f'iocer, who must be both

thorough and untiring in his work, to act as officer in charge of the supply

movement and who will be assisted by technical experts assigned to him acoording

A

0 be completed, The supply batinl'en o, -havy b9y
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to 1ts instructions, are binding for the commander of the construction sector.
As far as the actual construction of individual installations is concerned,
it 18 advisable to provide the commanders - down to those of the individual
construction detachments -« with uniforin constructiorn sketches, to be prepared
by the directive staflf with the approval of
reconnaissance staffs,
. / vz

Active cooperation with the commanders (incl, of Btl, Kds.) of the

JDivisions seheduled to occupy the position is necessarv, Aside from their

. persons.l influence,it is their p rticular dut,y to make recomnendations with

regard to assuring proper fire concentration of the weapons to be emplaced
in the pcints of main effort and along the boundariles,
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to fulfill thesr tactical mission completely is more importan
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tactically perfect protection against loss or damage, And, on tl

18 more important thet the combat and reserve troops will be able

thelr quarters and be ready for action in the short¢st possible time than to

see to it that theyv are absolutely protected cpainst v 4 degirable
be as such, Therefore, the most outr .andirg infantry officer

will be appointed leader of the staff and first in charge, while an artillery

of ficer of exceptional qualities wil] b ond in charge, One or two
voung and able engineer office in 25 L . A Al problems are necessary.,
These will be joined by an experienced, possibly ler officer, who must be both
thorough and untiring in his work, to act as officer in charge of Lthe supply
movement and who will be assisted by tecnnical experts assigned to him according

to the size of the task to be completad., The st y battalion will have to

be assigned its own transport space [Kolonnenraum]., Finally, the services
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commanders were able again and

again to delay a rapid advance of the attackers by carefully thougpht- out

L=

countermeasures, ‘hey were aided bv unfavorable, rainv weather

walch caused much preater difficulties {for the atteckin- than for the

defending forces in that difficult terrain with practically no roads in

certain sections, especially along the courses of rivers, Consequently,
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resistance to the reer of e delvnsive position proper. Subsequently, these
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lines fulfilled their purnose when at the beginning of December the 5§, American

’

Army assembled for a large-scale attack with th nbltious objective of

conquering the capital, On 8 December *t, Camino was lost, by 19 December the
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several construction detachments, Since the supplies moved a little morae
fluently from about the end of October on, by the end of November it was
firally possible to complete a defensive line of a somewhat limlited

defensive value at least on the Garigliano front, on Mt, Camino, farthernore
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especially at the l'ignano defile, and finally 1n the Adriatic Sea Wing, where

important elements of a new Division had been emploved ir the construction

o 1ts essential defensive weapons were emnlaged under

cover, secure shelter was avajlable for a part of the Jorces manning the
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one and a hal nth fighting stubbornly, 1t , only during the

last davs of lDecem 215 | *ter suffering severe casuslties in his
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action, that the nte:x 1@ immediate eff'ective range of the f{ortified
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Invoived, ror instance, in the southern {front of the Armee, the t
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the' own materials and thelir own forces to establish iitional lines of
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resistance to the reer of the defensive position proper. Subsecuently, these
lines fulfilled their purpose when at the beginning of December the 5, American

-
J

Army sssembled for a large-scale attack with the sambitious obiective of

conquering the capital, On 8 December ™t. Camino was lost, by 19 December the

attackers had erossed the Mignano defile, and on 15 January the conguest of

Mts Troecchio opened up the view into the Liri vallev; at the same time the
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