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The uise of Italian industryvy in the

service of Cerman munitions *n*mn:‘Tl M
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he long supnly routes for German troops in Africa and
soon made 1t apoear desirable that German munitions should be
Quceaq 11 .t'a'*]l1frt

[ne preliminary conditions for this apneared very favorable,
because there was 4 sufflcient number of highly modern factories

=

ln Italy. These factories were very largely equipped with tge

— L

pest and most modern machines of German, American and Swiss

Some of the factories were in Upper ltaly, others scattered al mt
further south. If the larger par. of the minitions necessary for
the troovs in ltaly or Africa could be produced in Italy, it was
estimated that a transportation distance of 700 to 1200 kilometers
could be saved.

Another clrcumstance apoheared ) 'ularly favorable to this
nroduction and its start. A#hereas UPI‘:T‘Jn}' had a tremendous lack
f workers and especially of ski. workers, these were available
in LItaly in satisfactory numbe during nearly the whole war. 1In
Germany there ws2s a serious lu:< parti culariy of instructions and
tonol nsroduction. The available conditions for the production of
arman munitions therefore apneared to be most favorable, if the
necessary wiliingness was oresent on both sidegs [t must be oOb-

red that these psychological conditions were not lacking anywhere.

.f' then - as we shall see - no success was achleved in oro-
ducire German munitions in apnreciable quantities .here, there

& o

must have been necial reas ms for this result.

'he most important reason is that ltalv was cependent on
leliveries from Germany for nearly all raw materials. Above all,
[taly had to be nrovided with the raw materials for her own muni-
tions product on. A primarv considerat on was dependence on
coal, which, as giver of power and heat, 1s necessar ' Lo every
industry, but particularly to munitions works. Basic chemicals
ffor powder aind explosives were oroduced in insufficient quanti
in Italy and i.1d to be dellvered by Germany. As example of
hemical products I would -’;u**e toluwol, which 1s conve:
initrotoluol by tri ]e nitration, and can be regarded

z*ost. common, standard explos 'v’* For powder als>, Italy
denendent on delivery of chemical ingredients sucn as nignhly

centrated nitric acid, and cthers
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l'his shows, in the chemical section of the munitions industry,
how dependent Ital, was with respect to raw materials. However,
the same picture appeared in the mechanical section, whon 1t was
question of conper, brass, lead, nickel, molvbcenum, chromium, wolfrmr-
or other substances. ASs an increase in “Flive”*ﬁs of rew materisl
coulc only be made at the expense of Germany's own munitilons nrmducqion,
it soon reached a natural limit. The consliderations with respect to
saving of transportat on space and distance were also reversed by the
realisation that, for Italian prcduction, nearly everything had to be
delivered from Germany. It was rightly concluded that the weight of,
aric. space requii:ed for, the raw materials and coal to be transported
would be greater than that needed for munitions oroduced in Germany.
50 the supply of munitions for the troops fighting in *he soutb had
really to come from the Uermar homeland.
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