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MS D-019
problem, for which there was no solution, was that of footgear, Con-
sequently, there were frozen limbs, especially during the first month
of the operations; dally casualties from this cause were as severe as
if brought about by heavy fighting.

I remember one instance that occurred at this time. Toward the
end of December 194] the medical troops recelved wide bags of strong
paper, upproximately 1.5 meters leng, to be used as an outer wrapping

for the wounded and sick durdng transport, I heard contradictory com-

- . ments regarding this device and was unable to form an epinien feor myself.

In any case, as an emergency measure they were better than nothing.
The following statements concerning winter clething refer to the
winter of 1942-43, for which extensive provisions had been made on the
basie of our experiences during the first winter.
&, Clething

- SR,

As winter clothing, the following articles were used from the winter
of 1942<43 on:

Warn underdrawers, undershirts, socks, kneewarmers; pullover; fur
lined vest with sleeve:; heavy quilted trousers; quilted trousers and
quilted coats (jackets); lined windjacket; heavy, long sheepskin coats;
earmuffs; mufflera; fur caps; felt boots and felt boots with leather
soles; the so-called felt ollcloth bools /6ilcloth fach?; fur gloves and
wool-l1ined gloves.

Naturally, not every man was supplied with all these articles. Com-
binations were made, as for example:

Heavy-quilted trousers, fur-lined vest, regulation coat; regulatllon
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The gquilted trousers end guilted overcost, the latter capable of

being drawn in at the belt, were supple anc more comfortable to wear,
They did not restrict movement., For long and motionless exposure in
the open and in extreme cold they were a little too light and therefere
required rather heavy underwear, also fur-lined vests. In such case
regulation trousers ware worn underneath and a wind jackel or regula-
tion overceat on top, Quilted “rousers and overcosts were idesl cloth-
ing for patrols and ski troops, Ooume were aisoe reversible. manufactured
to be worn on both sides, oue side being of white cleth for camouflage
purposes in snow, Sollurs was negiligible, Even if badly solled, white
clothing 1e hard to detact in snow, in any case, much harder than field-
gray or b.own

Tha heavy shespskiry slewed down the wearer and seon caused fatlgue

during cross-coun.ry movements for any cousiderable distancea. 1t was

not suf*table for marches on foe* nor for combat; on the other nand it
was indlispensable for drivers of horse-drawn wagons and moter vehlclies;
as well as Jor outguards and sentries in tne rear.

The ‘elt boot reaches to about a hand's widih Lelsw the kneé and
18 mads entirely of felit Lt 18 considerably larger than the leather

iy

shos “hat 18 fitted to the foot nevear-he.asgs, 1t 18 noet wWoOrn 88 an over

J

,

shce, but directly over the sock or foetlwrap and must not it ciesely,
[t hoids the waruth, even in the most extrame «oid, and does not hinder
marching, though 1t has no heel, 7This kind of fe.t boot was Lypica. 1n

the Russian army and is worn by the ‘Russisan’/ peasant Its only dasao
vantage ifr that the under part (the scis’), 17 given hard usage, wili

wear ou. in a fow months nce. this type of felt boot was represented
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snow), Wool socks, Fur cap (fur cutside), er canvas cap with heavy

wool lini Nng, a.ways witll aalm . : Necx 8ol Fare.linsd {{*} OVes
(mittens with free d index f{ b o  8kins fer drivers
and sentries ihe medical troops must be proevided with fur rugs and
fur sleepin;
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the heatable cloth tent, for 2I

my knowledge only in the equipuent of

northern Finland; it was highly valued,

Natura 1J.y there are also many ocCcs ong in swmer when such tentus

are welcome,

Finally, the equipment of the tr
ment and gntifrost olntment

Cold-resistant oils and

tioned elsewhere (®"Effects of

23 February
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