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Chapter 111

KAIIIGA AND THE 80-km., GAP
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lo) Conditiong in and around KALUGA

October 1 travelled from SPAS DEMENSKOJE by truck

route to KATUGA by way of SANOSNAJA -SUCHINITSCHI,

-

been c¢ompleted, slgnals and switcheg were still

[here was a migration cf Dugsian civilians in progress along

vlice versa, aithoughn trespassing on
the rig f-way was pronibited, 1t was noticeable in Russia that a Rus.
sian never movesg across country alone, There are never less than two,
meter wide OKA

vater level. a
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MS #D=055
depot, Otherwise the city gave a peaceful impression, but all trade
lad ceased. The fisheries in the OKA were no longer in operation for
of nets., At the plers, I saw half-=sunk or damaged ships which had
formerly been in service to the VOIGA,
After my arrival the mayor came to me and poured forth his tale
All freedom of movement had been revoked, the tcwn was out of
cer would set in, Firewood, too, was lacking since
to the woods hac been withheld, He requested my
movement in the immediate
arge grain depot that was burning
his, and on the very next morning the bulk

seen moving into the country and the woods to

in November, the mayor appeared and
HHe sald enough provisions had

1 was. however

caet, busliness stal

8 coal mine,
LONS }“F'
KALUGA and the

lant ., but shortly befor
. ¢ 4k

. . . . - . ~ 2 ol e s acad
came in order to get paper, 1l started

SAWOD and KONDROWO. north of KALUGA ., where
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KALUGA. was very difficult to reach by automobile., From MJATLEWO,
on the main supply route, the road was good to SAWNOD. From there on,
although 40-m, wide, it became terrible, I put local inhabitants, pris-
oners, German engineer troops, and the 0,7, tc work and had them builld

ogd just east of the orliginal road, Thls was kept cleared of snow
n it was never anything better than a poor and dan-

ﬂ

was later on the salvatiorn of the right wing of

from KALUGA presented great
Led 1T however,
Lan ammunltion depot:
ngportation, But nelther
rec the Glty
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men were able to cr soon vehicular traf

would be nossible, There were no combatant troc
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nated the delous.. Iy CONpany <& tationed in KALUGA as

every solcdler 1 could find, 1 had the guns which hac

taken to the southern slope of KALUGA, But there was a

eve

b

The army even asked whether I could hold KAIUGA for one month if

the T

e troops in front were pushec back. They said I could count on support,

I rejected the idea as impossible, The only result of such an attemp

destruction of KAIUGA:. I stated that anv evacuation
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such cold weather and under such road conditinns

-

question. 1 delegated what necessary measures werae
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to the senlior military government offlcers and to an artillery

1

lad just met L myse. ‘eturned to my place of work, the
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vil LO Ve _enoper ohie army commanaer came -

o

Panzer Army had withdrawn {1

TULA had failed, Eetween
wing of the Second Panzer Army (RELEWV
his gap stron

have reac l""“‘} S L ja 1N
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from TULA to KOSELSK ['Mie grave
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KALUGA
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.0on companies were

bridge there
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otherwise the right
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located at

LICHWIN,
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would be important to hold up the enemy as
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the Four'h Army would
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Only the last two trucks of the landesschutzen received fire One
truck was knocked out, The last one, with all the men of the two
trucks aboard, returned to KALUGA

During my first reconnaissance toward SHANINO I had noted a vil
lage east of PEREMYSCHL situated on an elevation whi'h controlled the
road over which the Soviet forces would advance from the soutl

4 &

put the rest the landesschutzen company in position there with

machine guns 1 ordered the captain to de.ay the appro

he was attacked in some force
direction of PEREMYSCHI
southwest of KALUGA

“"‘I

ntact with the Fourth Army The company
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3,000 partisans Any retrograde movement, therefore
the northern edee of this forest.

the two companies of landesschutzen that were
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since 1 recognized my

save &S5 many men as possible
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in TOCHEREPUT overnight buf re surprised and attacked at night by
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L btrought my men a little closer to LICHWIN, On the night

of 28 December, despite the fact that the snow lay deep on the

wires, the telephone from KALUGA was still in working order, al

connection was somewhat unclear., Over this line. at

448

28/29 December, the order reached me from the army com
manrder that my m y had been accomplished, The construction
companlies and my nlilitary pollce company were to be transferred

to the Second Panzer Army which had taken over this sector, 1f it

s
waele [ ol teh r 1@ 10 , X NOW 1 WA S O return LO Y ]:C)F.t ﬁt

TUCHNOW as quickly as possible., He thanked

LNe emergen eastern

LICHWTIN short be

KOS ELSK




o & - 2 - i - - - : | : ! I 'r r{--?t..“ L K - : e - X
NnSsSTLruact ‘ ’,',"~ 111 €3, -1 | ' h. .uIJJ.;J“h sSevera

% a £ . e - | -
later after tiring marches

-

DEMENSEKOG K

A




	Page 01
	Page 02
	Page 03
	Page 04
	Page 05
	Page 06
	Page 07
	Page 08
	Page 09
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15



