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The Estonian Contingents in 104445,

A report on the eifectiveness 0f six Estonlan border security
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regiments ralsed by conscr ption in April 1944, The Germans found them
unreliable as [ighting troops; only a few units stood their ground In
combat, and a German company was usually held in reserve behind each
Kstonian regiment, even though the Estonlans looked upon Russlia as their
natural enemy; the Russian occupation of l94. had shovn them what to
expect 1n a bSov.etl Republic,
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On L ADrLL 3 conscription was introduced in Estonla, lrrior to

that time only one Estonian volunteer division had been organized as
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part of III S5 Panzer Corps,
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Although a militia for the country's protection had bheen organiz
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under Estonian command during 1941-42, it was called out only
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[hey occuvnled underground shelter slands 1in the swamps to which

strangers could not find access Only the uninitiated, who knew the
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corduroy roads could make their way to these islands, Cattle
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were hidden in this manner,

among the Estonian regiments varied, The
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16 was a German guarantee that an HKEstonlan
German political leaders were opposed toO

strongly supported it, The
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ALl elements of the Estonian population had confidence in the German
military leadership, The Estonians approached the German military

autnoritvies abouvt everything, asked for assistance, and in return did

ever) ;nhlng in thelir power to co-operate, On the other llz.u'n’*) the rela-

tionship between the c¢ivilian administration and the Estonians left much
to be d@€sired,
The smooth teamworlk between the German military authorities and the

Estonian -ivilian populatlon eliminated the threat of partisan activity,
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There virtually were no Estonlian partisans, [n February and March Ll *’M,
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#00-500 Russian partisans made ir way across Lake Pelpus and infil-
German linec, Since tne civilian
CO resort to
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