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Pe..mationg and Unitea During Combat On S'eclly.
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(Inits: Companies, Batteries, etc,)

The terrain on Siclly, in comparison with other th2ateras

operatione, reveals the following charac teristics:

Hiih, and partly altogether lmpascsable mountaln ranges,

A few narrow improved or unluproved roads,

teep gradee on all 1mproved and unimproved roads leading

through the mountalns,

Frequent sfharp preciricee along the roads,

A lack of shade trees along the roads.

Clorely erettled comrunities,
The climate from early eummer until late fall was unusually
hot, In July 1843, temperatures up to 47°C. in the shade were
registered, The sky wag salmost never overcast:; rain fell.
only at very rare intervale,

During marchees and movements of motorized formations

andé unite theese factors resulted in the appllication of princinles

which differed from common practice and general regulations,
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These principles equally applied To day and night marches,

eince the enormous superiority of the allied air forces

iade 1t almoet inmaterial whether troops marched by day or

.

night, - In essence, these principles were applicable to
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retrograde movements as well.

i —— e A . - W R e W e ey g @

Tt should not o un ' 2antioned that also the state of
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me lorizntlion of the Jarman formations conetituted a severe
handlicap to the smocth conduct of marchea, Thus, for
example, almost four hundred different types of vehicles
vare represented in the motor pool of the ?8th Panzer Gre-

nadier Divielion.

IT. A. Marches with no expected contact with enemy pground

forces.
1. Enemy air attacks were to be expected at all
Cimee,

Leaving the roads was lupoesible almost everywhere,

anc Eassig_g other unite or vehicles was likewise unfeaslible

in moet instances, ovement through towns was a matter of

erreat difficulty.
Experlience subsetantliafted the following tactical
procedures:

n, lLarge intervale were to be maintained

(approximately three minutes Letween units)., In movemente
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of er groupe, the lrdlvidual vehicles occarmionally had
to advance 1in spurts fron point to nroint.

b. Numerous alr guarde had to he employed (more
than custonary).

C. All avaliab.e antlaircralt weanons had to be
dlie 1buted throughout the entire convoy,

Lhizineera l1ikewlae had to be distributed
throughoutt the entire convoy for the task of clearing roads
and performning demolitlion work whenaver necessary,

Fruel trucks, shop trucks, and amiunition
carriers, as wel)l ae fileld kltchens had to proceed with the
unite,

f« Numerous trafific control versonnel had to be

on duty 1n the vlillages,

Terrain and climate subjected vehicles and

drivera to considerably greater strain than was the case in

e

—— i

flat country under ncrmal climatic conditione.

—————. S

“xperlence subctantiated the followling technical
procedures .
a, Freauent halts had to be made for technical
purpoeees (at least once every two hours). All vehlcles had
to be checked, particularly for fuel and oll consumption,
which sharply increased (the increase amounted to approximately

26 percent).
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b. HMinor repalre were dealt with immediately
during such halte, wlthout belng prostponed until the next
stop.

c. Hrlts for technical purnoses were not
mado, and breake not taken, on steep ascente or nprecipitcus
stretchee of rosac.

d, No attemntes were made at strinping totally
dimabled vehlicles, since thie nrocedure would have waated
time and ceused delay. The dlisabled vehlcle was eimply
pughed off the road, regardless of the materlial lost: nor
wae any hesltancy s#hown 1iln the demolition of vehilcles,

B. Marches expected to involve contact with enemy

i —— i s . W ol - il ey - ——— i, i . b e — W e R o e o

Zround forces:

-

Raeconnalacrance by motorlzed forces was almost exclusively
restricted to the few good roads.
In cace of contact with the enemy actlion could he

initiated only along the roadef and highways; motorlzed

deployrent was lmpossible,

1. Experience subestantiated the following tactical
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nrocedures:
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Strong, motorized reconnalesanoe® units had
to be sent far ahead, and orlered to report frequently (ree

"Reconnaiersan e during operations on Sicily'"%),

"Aufkl aerung waehrend der Kaempfe auf




18 # D-063 o

b. The convoy had to be organized in such »

ranner that fully effective elementa would engage the enemy,

e ——

Infantry heavy weapons, tanks, or assault guns, and even

individual artillery pieces had to be furnished to the unita

comprising the point.

¢c. Englneers had to constitute the third or

Ll

fourth unit of the convoy .,

Radlo communications facilitiees had to be

placed between the firet and the following unite.

™

“o nXperience substantiated the foll wing technical

procedures:

The fuel trucke, shop trucke, ard amrunition
carrisara, as well as the field kitchens belonging to the
elements of the leading hattalion had to trall the battalion.
'ne composition of the other march groups remained as defined
under BI a (&),

U“wgverl the combat vehlicles of the jﬂﬂﬁing

battallon carried a reaerve surply of fuel and ammunition.

buring marcheea alao in other thaeaters of

and unite galned specialized

il .

granhiec, geologleal, and climatic
1:l:~_"ﬁﬂ;,,](-1,:_? 12 mad onr e?‘-'r-.r“'DWQ, Lo the fn”_fjﬁy
the 1lmpasaesable roads in certain parts of the

108= and snow=covered regions of the Arctio,.
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It 12 not the aim of this brief study to compare

thaesge experiences in detail.

Colonel v, Schoen-Angerer in hie study elaborates

in detall on conditione and e

operations,
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