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PREPARATIONS FOR THE COMMITMENT OF PARACHUTE AND OTHER AIRBORNE UNITS IN
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THE PROJECTED IN 'u’n;':i__IOl-: OF MALTA,
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the Commending General of XI Air Corps
Vajor General [Generalleutuant] Gerhard Conrad
Germisch (Germeny)
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Ju 52 - Junkers eirplane,
DFS 230 - small glider
- larger glider
Siflt"lfﬁ"ﬂ.;"lilﬁ" training nlane for berinners
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From 20 December 1940 to %1 Januery 19,54 I was commanding general of
X1 Air Corpse

Inn the beginning of June 19,2, my Commeanding Genersl =-- Lte Gen,

(General der Flieger) Student == summoned me tc his headquerters across the

L%

street from my off'ice in the neavﬁ/e-rt of' Tempelhof Airfield, Berlin.

" L

General Student informed me cf & projected jolnt operation with the

Itelians for the cepture of MALTA, to be launched probably by the end of
June, As 1in the invasion of CKETE y mission woulda be to direct the air
trensport groups (speciel purpose} in the commitment of parechute and other
aAlrborne troops, Tentatively, I was to have at my disposal ten groups of
'8 with three wing headguarters,
outlinine 1€ ntemplated ground operstions == a phase aunthorita-
-= (General Student inquired how I intended

\

rathered during the invasion of
trike hy bombers sand
towvera the objectives at
the gliders in the
uninterrupted string, ad-
alrneads pemitting, the
iérs were to land with the
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Next, General Student asked the following questions:

le How many fully trained parachute operations observers are on
hand?
How meny glider pilots have finished thelr training? How many

of these have received trsining with spin chutes?

How meny DFS5=290 &and GO=-2L0 gliders are cperetional?

How scon prior to D-dey would 1 have to take charge of the eir
transport groups (special purpose} for conducting unit tralning
arid completing me | overhaulsg?

At the present time, I can of course no longer remember the exact

[ supplied in answer to questions 1 to 5 above, However, the

should be reesonebly correct:

About €00 fully treined perschute operetions observers were

avalleble,
| '-I‘L;).imé--*ﬁl.‘,f (15 plider ! 11l0te g VU of them witi S) in=chute
experience, e d completed thelr . raininge.

Iln(i-"" {'_I'

three weeks prior to D=dey, if
B=1 baslc tralning planas
r perhaps tTOw
once more 1lnspected the Parachute Upera tions

rlider training

in the

airf'ields
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were to have been selected with a view toward the accomodation of ten groups.
Af'ter reporting to OB Sued in TAORMINA, I flew on to CATANIA, Upon
my landing, the Generals Mueller and Buchholz took me on an iuspection tour

of the new euvxiliery ailrfields southwest of CATANIA, west of FOCE DEL SIMETO

(see Maps 1:100,000 of ATANIA and PATERNO), and the airfields at CALTAGIRONE,

GELA, and COMISO, The auxiliary airfields were nothing more than recently
harvested fi1elds full of stul'bless They had no fecllities ffor quartering
troops, could not possirly be camouflaged, had no water supply, and == of
coursy == no repair shopse Telephone facilities supposedly were yvet to be
instelled, and quarters erected.
The airf'lelds lmpressed me as belng not very suitable because a great
dugt would be swirled up during the d , ere. Moreover, some
each other and laid
elong an east-west axis, s luri: ako=-0f'fs into east winds the
planes =~ and especially the tow trains -- would endenger one anothers,

On the following day I inspected the airfields at REGGIO and VIBO-

purposes, the latter

a detsailed written
f'ew days later

CATrried
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