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Milltary Situation in Germany,

)risis in the nigh Command
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Introduction.
The followling contribution to the writing of the history of the

North African Campaign should not be regarded as a factual report. No data
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vonsequiently he wa
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memory of events 4 1l/< years 0L, 1n which he

position as an observer, while serving as a General Staff Off1i:

operat. ons section of the headquarters of the Chef der Wehrmacht hoeherer

Fuehrungsstab lof the chief of the Armed Forces High Comman writer

certaln 1n e OND mind that in aadit: Il T material ¢ »Ors and

the nresent

Mllitarvy Situation of Germanyv.
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|sic) The military situati of Germany at the beginning of November
1942, following a series of great military successes witgout any reserses
worth mentioning till then, showed the greatest extent reached in the war
of territory occupied by German troons. Likewise the Allied Axis powers had

reached widely separated objectives in their various theaters of war. To the

limit of their mobilizable forces and as far as Germa: voelsgtancs: coald twele
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Introduction.

l.) The followlng
North African Campalgn should not

at the disposal of the author,
rely upon his memory of events L 1/2 years old, in which he merely occupied
a position as an observer, while serving as a General Staff Officer in

section of the headauarters of the Chef der Wehrmacht hoeherer

Fuehrungsstab (of the chief of the Armed Forces High Command). The writer
1s certain in his ewn mind that in addition to possible material err«<

5

mistakes, one's own subjective viewnolnt can influence the pricture
to be sketched. For this reason he regards the present repmort only
suprlement to documents ‘eady available, such as war diaries, etc

b

1 personal impression.

A |

he Military Situation of Germany.
military situation of Germany at the be ing of November
1942, following a series of great military successes witgout any reserses
worth mentioning till then, showed the greatest extent reacned in the war
of territory occupied by German troons. Likewise the Allied Axis powers had

reached widely separated objectives in their various theaters of war. To the

1imit of their mobilizable forces and as far as German assistance could help

L




the smaller Allies were emploved chiefly on the eastern front in wiae
of their own.
However, aside from the political aspects, no military purposes were
served.
3.) East front.
On this front to be sure we had succeeded in no sma
arryving out the second summer offensive. However the anticlipated
were reached r.either in time or taken as a whole.
In the westem part of Stalingrad fighting was

and great sacrifices being made. We falled to overcome

-

Terek and the breakthrough to Tuapse on the Black Sea

juence furtner advance south for the
world politically and of diverting

blo cked,

In the north Leningrad continued to resist investment and starving o

As a result the fortress still rer nted an obstacle to the long=sought

I
e

Junction with the Finns and to the repestedly demanded line of supnly by sea

for the left wing of the Army.

The most important objesctive of the entire offensive however was rot.

reached at all, namelv, the smashing of the wvital strength of the Soviet

. 1
{

Union, the destruction of the Red Army. In contrast to

icus yezr the ftussian troops had evaded almost every encirclement

-L

t haa saved a great part of thelr personnel.

ke

In the last days of Uctober the German troops and thein

j. 3
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usslians on the entire rast front in

i 8

Ihe troops were exhansted, materiel was worn out or used up,

-

were flowlng after the troops in inadequate amounts cover alender lines.

[ ]

The dreaded ltussian winter again stood at the door and with it worry over

T

Sovi offensive on a grand scale. Thic was expected by the Army High

d
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Hitler himself looked for it against the Rumanian front west of Stalingrad,

actually happened later. nossible men:'s was employed to strengthen
the sectors of the d anger but becaus? general
-‘i 1 “ - . "y & | : y - 1 i ™ "~ . = I : . - ¥ el . 1

lack of troops anc Lnadequacy of the available trangportation,
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Formasons that were basicnl]
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nimsell to
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CAUCASUS

the Nile

a St wWeey

neavy fighting

LEJ. .

forced the German-Italian Panzer Army

Lnadvertently came t
nlace theref

Gérman and

reach the valley of the Nile, block the Suex

with a group executing a lonary thrusv

the British base of onerations in the

eastern Mediterranean including their oil supnly - all this had proved

abortive.

considered an

 the sorely-pressed Army in Africa.

11, since the general morale
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of the ltalian troops was criticized and Adolf Hitler distrusted ihe ltalian

. "y ) ud : . a7 1 . s 4 - .
oupreme “Yommand (Kommandeur osSupreme [sic)) and particularly t'~ Itelian

royal house.
Great 3tress wias laid on stepping up communications by sea and air
transport to the African tneater of war to meet the increased requirements of
ancd means had to be used, the
ian being too sluggish and failing to function.
second air offensive against
while cri Llng 1t for a certain time, had

however to blockade it entirely. During the days of October the Malta air

[ W

L1
a-

[Luftstuetzpunkt ] was restored to activity and had been reinforced
fighter planes. The .08t important point on the positive side
NS tne patent alr superiority attained oy him in the
meantime and the control of the sea exercised by the British in
Medlterranean.
oimilar to the situation on the East front, operations in the South which
had initially been successful had come to a standstill and following a
brief period of defense of the positions reached had slipned into the phase
of delaying action, using inadequate immrovisation
West kront.
In the Hign Command of the Armed Forces it was expected that the
first landing attempts at Dieppe would be followed by other Allied raids of
similar character, with a full-scale invasion toc come later. Although this
a8t was not locked for before the summer of 1943 at the earliest, stil: time
scant for mtheodical defensive measure lhe establishment of
the so-called Atlantic Nall made slow progress, as did the reorganization and
equipping of the mobile and mechanized troops that were to mec=t the invasion.

Moreover these troops constantly had to be exchanged for tired divisions coming

from the East Front.

T

telations with the Vichy regime were relaxed, although not transperent.




of the ltalian troops was criticized and Adolf Hitler distrusted the ltalian
Supreme Command (Kommandeur Supreme [sic]) and particularly the Italian
royal house.

Great stress was laid on stepping up communications by sea and air
transport to the African tneater of war uc né reased requirements of
supply, In this too, German organlization a
Italian being too sluggilsh
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brief period of defense
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increased, especiallv because i} l{ked General 4¢ Kk quick and
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14.) The overall military situation described in the preceding paragraphs,

and the doubtlessly increasing friction on numerous other topics was probably
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The landing in Frencua North Africa hit the Wehrmacht
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Even though reports had been received about the putting to sea of a

convoy from Great Britain, about the movement of additional convoys from
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b) Simultaneausly, or main objective: Taking the Island Crete. Purposes

Reinforeing the British system of bases [Stuetzpunkte] in the eastem

Mediterranean, thereby c lrg the direct supnly line by sea.
current threat from the air to fomrel's flank.
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large [talian islands was also discarded as erroneous.
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