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T Develo ment of the Sl tuat'on in the Area arcund

VILNO from 23 June 19L4L to 15 July 194k

The major Fussian attack apainast the German Aymy Group
(cantrael sector) on 23 Jun 4, and the foroced bresk-through
at PORICOV resulted In the Army Cyoup being enclrcled in a
mmboyr of pockets by the Miasians. During the ocmrse of the
Fussian bhreak-through, the main attadr of thely strong armored
unites was aimed toward the North, passing MOLODETSCHNO and
advancing to VILNO and KOVNO, at whiah time a fierman PANZE]
division pgusrding the MOLDETS INO corridor was bypassed.

Therefore, the Mussians had alroady reached VILI'O on 7
Jul 4y and had declared it a permanent base ¢f operations.

M O July, VIINO was encircled from the West, North and Fast.

Northwest of VIiNO, “he Russlans were feellng their way toward

the VIiJA River, and 27 kilometers southwust of VILNO, Lithuan-

ian partisan groupse vere gituated 2t OLUKNIA and along the
railroad near S7FIATY,.

The garrison of VILND consisted of the following: The
garrison headquarters, the 24th Airborne "ngineer Battaliin,

& battalion of the 16th Airborme Pegiment, aheavy anti -aircraft
section, a corposite antl-aircralt section, a self-propelled
artillery section, several regional defense sections and

service troops; a total of ap roximately LOOO men.

There were no Cerman units northeast or southwest of VILNO
strong enough to be taken inte account.

At the beginning of July Lk, Combat Command 1007 was acti-
vated for the reinforceament of the yarrison at VIING, It was
composed of non-motoriged FELDMARSFBATAILLICIIN (TNeEquivalent
unknown ), and was transported by rail from GRODNO te VILNO,
However, all troope had to evacuate the troop train in RUDZISKI
because the enemy was blocking the rallroad lines near SZKTARY,




major Pussian att.adt aralast the Cerman ;rw Cyoup |

(central sector) on 23 Jun 44, and the forced break-through

at BORISOV resulted in the Army Cyoup being encircled in a
mmber of pockets by the Mussgians. During the course of the
Ffusslian break-through, the main attack of thely strong armored
unite was aimed toward the North, passing MOLODETSCHINO and
advaneing to VIINO and KOVNO, at which time » Cerman "ANZE]
division pguzrding the MOLDETS GINO corridor was bypassed.

Therefore, the Pussians had already reached VIO on 7
Jul Lk snd had declared it a permanent base of operations.

n 0 July, VIlJ0O was encircled from the West, North and Fast,
Northwest of VIINO, “he Fussians were feeling thelr way toward
the VIIJA River, and 27 kilometers southwest of VILNO, Lithuan-
ian partican groups vere gituatead 2% OLUENIA and along the
rallroad near S7KIATY,

The garrison of VIIND consisted of the feilowing: The
garrison headquarters, the 24th Alrborme 'ngineer Battalion,

a battalion of the 16th Airborne Fegiment, aheavy anti -aircreft
section, a composite anti-aircraft ssction, a self-propelled
artillery section, several regional defenss sections and

service troops; a total of ap roximately LOOO men.

There were no Cerman units northeast or southwest of VIINO
strony enough to be taken inte account.

At the beginning of July Lk, Combat Command 1067 was acti-
vated for the reinforcament of the garrison at VIINO, It was
composed of non-motorised FEIDMARSGBATAILLINN (Th-Equivalent
unknown ), and was transported by rail from GRODNO te VIINO,
However, all troope had to evacuate the troop train in RUDZISKI
because the enemy was blocking the rallroad lines near SIZKLARY.

The remainder of the way to LANTVOROY and VIINO was made an foot.




The cormander of the Combat Command, who rode in a vehicle at
the head of his unit, succeeded in having a meeting with the
commandant of VILNO, after which he returned to his uvnit. On
9 July the Russian had, however, encircled VIINO from the South
and had halted at a stream near LUDVINOVDO, making it impossible

for Combat Command 1067 to reach VIINO.

By order of the Third PANZER Army commander, who also cou-
manded the parrison units of VIINO and Combat Command 1067, the
Combat Command blocked the road and rallroad leading to KOVNO,
The blockade, facing east, was on 2 line behind the lakes north-
west of LANDVOROV. Reinforosments, consisting of two battalions
of the 16th Airborne Regiment, and a heavy horse-drawn artillery
section, arrived on 10 Jvly. TIn addition, the 24th Airborne
Engineer Battallon from VILNO succeeded in breaking through and

reaching the Combat Command.,
The Russians were also receiving constant reinforcements,

had made their maln advanoce south of VIINO towards the West, and
had completely closed in on COombat Command 1067 which was, however,
8till in contact with *he Third PANZER Army by radio and with VILNO
by cable. On 15 July Lk, VILNO and the encircled German troops
northwest of LANDVOROV were confronted by Ruesian troops composed
of a PANZER corps, a mechanized corps, and Lithuanian partisan

units.

II. The Movemen® of the Sixt PANZER Division to KOVNOj

Order and Preparation for the relief of VILNO

After the encirclement, in the spring of 19LL, of the First
PANZER Army and Sixth PAVZER Division, ths latter, which partici-
pated in heavy combat and was the first division to accomplish a
breakthrough of the enemy's encirclement at BUDZADZ, was pulled

back into rest camps in the LUENEBURGER HEIDE in June and July

1944, On 11 July, orders werr received thai of LA
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commandant of VILNO, after uhich he returned to his unit. On

9 July the Russian had, however, encircled VIINO from the South
and had halted at a stre:m near LUDVINOVO, making it impossible
for Combat Command 1067 to reach VIINO,

By order of the Third PANZER Army commander, who also com-
manded the parrison unites of VIILNO and Combat Command 0067, the
Combat Command blocked the road and railroad leading to KOVNO.
The blockade, facing east, was on 2 line behind the lakes north-
west of LANDVOROV. Reinforcementis, consisting of two battalions
of the 16th Ailrborne Regiment, and a heavy horse-drawn artillery
ssction, arrived on 10 July. In addition, the 2Lth Airborne
Engineer Battallon from VILNO succeeded in breaking through and
reaching the Combat Command,

The Russians were also recelving constant reinforocements,
had made their main advance south of VIINO towards the West, and
had completely closed in on Combat Command 1067 which was, however,

still in contact with the Third PANZER Army by radio and with VIINO

by cabls. On 15 July Lk, VILNO and the encircled German troops

northwest of LANDVOROV were confronted by Russian troops composed

of a PANZER corps, a mechanized corps, and Lithuanian partisan

units.

II. Inhe Movement of the Sixt PANZER Diviesion to KOVNOj;

Order and Preparation for the relief of VILANO

After the encirclement, in the spring of 19LL, of the First
PANZER Avmy and Sixth PAVNZER Division, the latter, which partl -

pated in heavy combat and was the first division to accomplish a
breakthrough of the enemy's encirclement at BUDZADZ, was pulled
back into rest cemr« in the LUENEBURCER HEIDE in June and July
19Lk. On 11 July, orders were received that half of the divisien

wa® to shipped out, and the remaining half was to kept in




reseyve anc was to follow on an undetermii.ed date. On 12 July,

the first troop trains rolled East, and at noon of 1L July, the

first train reached the final destination, KOVNO, The division,
which was under the Third PANZEP Ammy, received orders te push
ahead towardg V(INO with the trouwps that had arrived by 15 July.
The troops were to assemble Fast of KOVNO, a:dl relieve the en-
clreled troops loeated ‘est of VILNO., The division was to cover
their return on 16 July, The division commander wes informed
of the sltuation and told that the garrison at VI NO had been
ordered te evacuate the clty during the nircht of 1L - 15 July,
te accomplich a bHres'sthroupgh towards the west, and to make con=-
tact with Combat Cormand 1067,
n 17 July, the co mander of the Sixth PENZFR Division had
the followilng troone at Yie discoeal to verform 1'is mimsion:
The fa (TN =presumedly O nd parte of the division staff.
} division security company.
Parts of the division intelligence section.
The 11Lth Armored nfantyry TFeeiment (one motorized and one
nersommel carrier batialion).
ne section of a lirht armored artillerv re-iment.
anti-tenk secticn,
armiored enpineay section,
fellowing units were also attached:
gsection of Panthers (TN <CGerman heavy tank) from the
arncred regiment ARPNSSDEUTSCHIAND.
One batialion of paratroopers from the 501lst Airborme Re-
eiment,
(T « The expreesion "section" is s literal translationy size and
correcponding term unkneowm.)
In order to move the TTTND rarricon, two truck columns of

80 vehicles each, with food nnd articles of clothing, were made
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" reine rolled Last, and at noon of Ju].y, the

first train reached the final destinavion, KOVNO, The division,
which was under the Third PANZEP Army, recelved orderrs to push
ahead towarde VIINO with the troops that had arrived by 15 July.
Tho troops were to assemble Fast of KOVNO, aund relieve the en~
clrecled troops loeated Vest of VILNO. The divieion was to cover
their retum on 16 July. The division commander was informed
of the sltuation and told that the garrison at V1 NO had been
ordered to evacuate the clty during the night of 1L - 15 July,
to accompliczh a Hreasthrough towards the west, and to make ocon=-
act vith Combat Cermand 1067,

M 15 July, the co mander of the Sixth PENZFR Division had

Alspopal To »merform !'1s mission:
a (TN =presume®ly G2) and parte of the division staff.

' division security company.

"arte of the division intelligence mection.

The 11Lth Ammored nfantry Teeiment (one motorized and one

persormel carrier battalion).

ne section of a ]1irht armored artillerv r

e anti=-tenk secticn,

e amored enginecay section,

The following units were also attached:

me section of Panthers (TH <German heavy tank) from the

armcred regiment NPNSSDEUTS(HIAND.

One betialion of paratroopers from the 501st Airborne Re-

ciment,
(T = The expression "section" is a literal translationj sise and
correcponding term unknewn. )

In order to move the VITND rarrison, two truck columns of
80 vehicles each, with food and articles of clothing, were made
available to the division.

Inaamuch as the aivision commander was as vet unfamiliar

with the terrain, his course of action had to be determined by
the map, The plan fer th




which was under the Third PANZER Aymy, reoceived orders teo push

ahead towards VIINO with the troops that had arrived by 15 July.
Tho troops were %o assemble Fast of KOVNO, and relieve the an-
cdrecled troops located Vest of VILNO. The division was to cover
their returmn on 16 July., The division commander was informed
of the sltuation and told that the garrison at V1 NO had been
ordered to evacuate the clty duying the night of 14 - 15 July,
te accomplich a Hrea'sthroupgh towards the west, and to make ocon=-
tact with Combat Cormand 1067,
On 15 Julyv, the comander of the Sixth PANZER Division had
the foliowdng troope at Yis dispoeal 1o perform lLiis missiont
The fa (TN =presumebly O d parte of the division staff.
? division security company.
Parts of the division intelligence section.
The 11hth Aymored nfantry Yeeiment (one motorized and one
persornel carrier battalion).
ne section of a 'J.Tfh*.‘. armored artillerv re-iment.
 anti-ten): secticn,
- ammored engirecay section,
following units were also attached:
gsection of Panthers (TN <German heavy tank) from the
armcred regiment AROSSDEUTSCHIAND.
One battalien of paratroopers from the S0lst Airborne Re-
eiment.
(T « The expreesion "gection" is a literal translationj size and
correcponding term unkneown,)
In order to move the VITND garrison, two truck columns of
80 vehicles each, with food nand articlee of clothing, were made
avallable to the division,
Inasmuch as the division commandey was as vet unfamiliar

with the terrain, his course ef action had to be determined by

the map. The plan for the execution of the mission was; in
-2 .




@noxrt, as foliows:

‘he division wac split up inte an assault party and a
coveriny party. 4ihe assault party, consisting of the GROSSe
PEJIOGHIAND Panther sectlian, %ie personnel carrlery battalion
of the 1lhth Aymored Infantr, hepiment, two thirds of the anti-
tank section, two thirds oif e armored englneer section, for-
ward observers from the amored artillery cection, and parts of
e Jntellignnce section, unger the commenc of the cdivision
cormander, was Lo fight its way through to Cumbat, Command 1007,
and was to pick up tne VILNU elemcnis, coevering thelr withdraval
to KOVNU, 1he covering party, consisting of the motorized
valialion of we LLuth Armered Infantry Legiasnt, one battalion
¢f the 501st Airoorne Hegimenv, one secldeon of the armored artil-
sery regiment, oue thiyd oi e anta-tank section, ocue third of
the aymorec engineer sectlon, and parts oi the intelligsnce seo~
tion, under the command of the Liyth Armored Infantry Tegiment
commander, was to follow the assault party and the truck columns,
to cecure the XOVNO=VILNO roac, and to hold it open for the with-
drawal ol tne truck columne which were to follow directly behind
W assavlt party wntil Oowoat Command 1007 wus reached,

lhe nmarci opder olf une adaviice was a8 follows: .Jssault party,
truck colwus, ang Covering paxiy.

ho march order of the withdraval: Truck colums, covering
pariy, and avsault partye.

e la, with parts of the division stafl snd the division
sacurily company, was W eslavlian a command post for the division
oomuancer .aliway between KOVNO and VILNO, for the purpose of estab-
Mshing communicaticis wita the assault and covering parties, and
relayli; reports Lo the division commander who was with the assault
parvy.

Tle divisgion orders were drawn up in accordance with this

plan, and unit commanders were given a shoxt brdilly; en e <ietiiva]
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of the 1lhth Aymmored Infavntry hepiment, two thirds of the anti-

tank section, two thirds o1 the armwored englueey section; forw
ward observers from thie amored artillery section, and parts of
the lntlelligence section, unaer the commenc of the division
corrrandey, was to iight its way through to Cumbatl, Command 1047,
and was Lo pick up the VILNU elemcnis, covering thelr withdrawal
to KOVNO, The covering party, consisting of the motoriged
balialien of tne lluyth Armoied Infantry fegiment, one battalion
of tne 5018y AirLcrne hHegimenu, one sectien of we armored artil-
ieyy regiment, one whixd oi We anti-tenk seclion, cone thixrd of
the ammorec engineer section, and parts oi the intelligsnce seo-
Ltlon, under the command of the Llyth Armored Infantyy agiment
commander, was to follow the assault party and the truck columns,
to cecure the SOVNO=VILNO roan, and to hold it open for the withe-
drawal oi tne truck columie wnich were to follow directly behind
Wie assavlu party wntil Oowoat Command 1007 was reached.

lhe march order of uie adavice was as follows: JAssault party,
truck colwans, and covering paxriy.

she march order of the withdrawal: Truck columns, covering
parlty, and assault party.

ie la, wath parte orl the division staff and the division
sacwrlly company, was W aslablian a commmand post for the division
ooimnancer .aliway between KUVNO and VILNO, for the purpose of estab-
llshing communicaticis wita the assault and covering parties, and
relayi;, reports Lo tlie division commander who was with the assault
LAaTrLye

The division orders werxe drawn up in accordance with this
plan, anc unit commanders were given a stort Lriefing on tlhe tacticel
situation and the execution oi their orders on the night of 1L

July.




TIT. Advanoe, Breakthrouh,and Relief of the liberated

YITNO Tyoops on 15 Julv 19,

On 15 Jul at 0000 hours, tre assault pariy leit HUMDISKE
(1Y kilometers east of KOVNO) and started the advance on VILNO.
The maych order wag as follows: The GROSSDEULT CHLAND ranthey
section, the commander of the Sixih VFANZEFR Division with paris
of his intelligence section, ane third of the armored engineer
section, the personnel carrier battalion of the 1lith srmored
Infantry regiment, one thnird of an amored enginecr section, and
two thirds of an anti-tank section,

At first, the advaiice proceeded smoot?'ly and wiunout enemy
action, passing through ZYZMORY at approximately 0700 hours. At

0800 hours, near KOKIENISZKI, the GROSODEUTSCGHLAND | anther Bate

talion quickly broke up the first enemy oppositicn (tanks); four

fussian tanks were destroyed. As the advance continued, enemy
oppposition increased considerably, particularly at the creek
section between the wooded areas 2.° kilometere west oi KliFlAe-
NE7ZYSZKI, 1The road bridge there lad been vrepaycd for blasting
by the Fussians, but fortunately the charge had not been setl oilj
in order to force a passape, however, the personnel carrier bate
talion of the 1llLth Armored Infantry legiment nad to be brougil
into action on both sides oi the road. %he battalion suffered
some casualties thirough cnemy anti-tank gunsy a direct hit wan
scored on the divielon comander's vehicle, wounding the radio
operator. The action of the personnel carrier battalion broke
the enemy opposition in its sectory the advance continued, nl-
thoguh the route of advance was now under enemy rire from ar‘ull -
lery positions en the north bank of the VIIJi. The Cerman artil-
lery section of the covering party later fought this Russian ar-
tillery so effectively that ite eifect on the road was lessened,
Enemy opposition conzisted, apparently, of Lithuwivalinw pmrt:i.mm

e
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(1€ kilometers east of KOVNO) and started the advance on VILNO,

The maych order wag as follows: The GROSSDEULL CHuinD ranthey
section, the comander of the Sixtih VANZEFR Ulvision with paris
of his intelligence section, one thiyxd of the armored cigineer
section, the personnel carrier battalion of the llith Armored
Infantry leglment, one third of an armored engine.r section, and
two thirds of an anti-tank section.

At first, the advance proceeded smoot!ly and wiunout enemy
action, passing through ZYZMORY at approximately 0700 hours. At
0000 hours, near KOKIENISZKI, the CGROSOLDUUTSCHLAND anther bBate-
talion quickly broke up the first enemy opposition (teanks); four
Mussian tanks were destroyed. As the advance continued, enemy
oppposition increased considerably, particularly at the creek
section between the wooded areas 2.5 kilometers west of KlliFliA=
NEZYSZKI. The road bridge tere liad been vreparcd for blasting
by the Fussians, but fortunately the charge had not been set oil}
in order to force a passage, however, uhe personnel carrier hate
talion of the 1lhth Armored Infantrv legiment nac to be broupiil
into action on both sides oi the reoud. 4he battalion suffered
some casualties tiirough “nmemy anti-tank gunsy a direct hit wae
scored on the division comander's vocuicle, wounding the radio
operator. The action of the personnel carrier battalion broke
the enemy oppositlion in its sectorjy the advance continued, al=
thoguh the route of advance was now under enemy tire from artil -
lery positions ¢n the north bank of the VILJA., The Cerman artil-
lery section of the covering party later fought this Russian ar-
tillery so effectively that its effect on the road was lessened,
Eneny opposition consisted, apparently, of Lithuanian partisan
units in the wooded areas and west of ‘he HIKONTY railroad statlon,

This opposition was successfully overcome, and, at 1100 hours, the




advance slement of the assaull party reached the Combat Command
1067 ecormmand post at BEZVOLHA,

Three "ussian defense llnes had Leen broken, and contact with
the encireled Combat Command 1057 had been estaolished,

The covering oart pllowing the assawlit nart p raached JEWIE
witah ite advanced elemente. 1he b wone wa® held ready
for action in the area around MICUCANY; securlity troops were
posted elong tie line of laxes to the south and the railroad line

tha north of the roade 1a 1 reconnaizsance (atrols vere sent

out beyond these points, 'The command post of the 1lith Armored

Infantiry Replment was at N GUCIANT, anad the Ja of the Slxth PANZER
Lavacion also woved ite advaiceo commsid poeil Lhere,
carrisen, wonlen had Leen orcered to muike a bresktlirough
anehy o 1l=15 July, rad only succeeded
of CULBLE #ith oell the garrison, and in
fiphting 1ts way along We VuiJA ag far as VOLY bteignt (TN-HOZHE
VOLY)es There, on 17 July, from (300 hours, VILKO troops, armed
lucal wesporo, arrived continueusly ard, apain crose-
nr the VILJA, joined Combat Command 1067, The crosging was par-
Leularly difficult, since lhe troops had to swim acrose the river
and repulse Iusslen atlacks at tle grosalng site at the same time,
SWinming war made necegsary due Lo the fact that only one mmell
toat wae gvallable, The VILNU cowbal ecommander, arriving late in
Mein, Look care that the wournded and non swimmers were
ferried across Jirsl, an cperatic ( that lasted until Late #nto the

1" >V +

e b g

!rﬁ

The oixth TANZER Divislon oplered all avallable TANZER enpi -
neers to bulld rafi:z and ald in the croseing., They aleo took
ovey tie delensa of the southh benk of the WilJA.

At about 1300 lours, we 1irsi truck column had srrived
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1067 cormand noet at BREZVOLHA.

Three "ussian defense lines had been broken, and contact with
Wie encircled Combat Coammand LOAT7 had been estaolished,

The covering paprty, following the assault narty, reached JEWIE
wita ite advanced elemente. 1he bhulk of the troons was held ready
for action in the area around MICUC/ANY; securitr troops were
pocted elong e line of lakes to the south and the railroad line

he tt e north of the roade 174l reconnaiassance (atrols wvere sent

out beyond these poinvs, The command post of the 1lLth Armored

Infantyy Reglment was at ' GUCIANT, and the Ja of the Zlxth PANZER
Divaicion also woved ite advaniced comnmsind poet ihere,

The VILIO garrisen, which had Leen ordered 1o make a breaktlirough
towawis Lle sesl dusring the nichy of 1h=1> vuly, rad cnly succeeded
in crocsing the VILJA eact of CULKLE #ith nell the garrison, and in
firhting itls way along e VelJdih ag far as VOLY bteipght (TNeHORHE
VOLY)e There, on 17 July, from (y00 hours, VILNO troops, armed

Wi Andlviucel gespons, srrivec ocontinueusly arcd, apgain crose-
the VILJA, Joined Comiat Command 1067. The croscing was par-
tlcdarly difficlt, since lhe itroops had to swim acrose the river
and repulse Russlan atlacks al tle cgrosalrg site at the same time,
cwinedn wee made necegsary dus to the fact that only one amall
tlables The VILNU combal commander, arriving late i
Look care that the wourded and non swimners were
ferriec across Jiysi, an operation that lasted until late &nto the
nieht,
odxtly TANZER Divislion opdered 21l avallable TAVNZER enpi -
neers to bvulld rafi: and ald in the croseing. They also took

enea ol the soutl benk of the nllJA e

U avoutl 1300 Lours, wie 1irsy truck column had arrived




in BETV YA, Il was Lmmeciately loaded with sick and wournded fyom

Combat Command 1087 and e first of the VILNO woundnd. (&axye and

loading of the woundel wag swparvieed Dv e division surgecu ol
the Sixth TANZER Divlision, L 1h00 hours, the first truc: column

i 9

et b -'J,rl).l'..Lt‘J'U ayv

!

tagk of the Dixld: PANZEDL Divicion, whidh lLad netl yel Loeen aclive i

this earea, made all efioris vo advance LromlARDVORCVY Lo wie road 10

AOMO, llouesey, Lhelr attacke were coupletely alatiercc Ly the
RGROSETE UTS GILANDY Tanilicr section, ue aull -cauk section of the
Sixth TAUZIR Division, and Lombat Comguand 10073 several eaeny

Lerds wore destroyed., 4 favoravle tura of events [or Wie Uemman
troopt wae Uie fact La e bulk of Wie husslan amored ano
noLoyl.: Ll ccpled 1ne absndan wowil of VILNUY and cele
‘IJI“’*{,UC: helr ang L e | N e ate L'.i'i.'::.'r."uOtu,, 111.11}--{1\'8!‘,
e coanander of We lluyuh Agmored Jnfanixy llegdmeni reported

MBIy precsure on Wie advance securivy wits vo tne soutn,

. ‘--} ': ) T-.;- & 1 ¢ ! | "tfl]‘v (‘-l_n:l IIC': ) : y j.}'J ;Ia Llr U\'id

of the eetlmate ol the vituatdon, tWie commsnder -
BTNAL LA SANLER Armmy ordered the commander ol
Paxth TANd lvislion o Legdin we retum merch Lo CUVIOD with
We rear guarcd nov later than 2000 houre 15 July, and to foru the
divieio: a Jefence line 1y kdlancters east of XOWMU., IThere
were thiree major 2<uions to be tLaken'by the commander ol e Sixiuh
ANZER Divicion by 2400 hours:
l. 1 poussiole, ferry awoss all of we VLILNU coubat uroops
arviving al Lhe creocsing siw by 2300 hours.
prddig Dack sal'eldy to KCVIO e colunns witn the VILNU

men and the (ombat Coumand l007.

3. FHepulse the enemy attacks and, on 10 July, withdraw from




ading of the wounded wag supsrvised Ly the divisionu surgecu el

the Sixth PANZER Divlsion. At 1100 hours, the first truck column
started the return dour 3y Lo

The Ruselans, whe must have been Llcrmmed of Wie curprise al
tack of the Ol PANZEN Liviclou, whidi Lad net yel Loen aclive LU
this arce, made all efioris vo advance LromliiIDVOECY Lo wWie road o
oMo, !Nouewer, thelir atltacke were coupletoly allatiersc Ly the
"GROSETEUTS GILANDY Tanther section, e autll -Lauk sectiou of the
Sixth TAVZIR Division, and Lombatl Congand 10673 several saewy

bards wore destroyed. 4 favoravle tura ol eventis Jor Wie German

VIO Wark

_‘_l

Llie fact L e bulk of Wie uésliail amorea ano
DENdon wown of VI and cele
Lhe Jate :.'*.i".'c‘-.'.r,‘u(‘tu., Lol aver,
aander ol We lluyuwn aymored Jodanlyy leglment reporied
ONSILy pressure on Wie advalce securivy mwnitls Lo tne souta,
ey 1nfantry were alse oLserved no) L e rallroad
e esvimate oi the svituation, Wwie commander -
LAXG CANGRIL Ay ordered Loe commandger ol
ivigsion to Legin we return merai Lo RUVNO with
Latey thau 2000 aoure LS July, and to fopn the
enue line ly kiloanclers east of XOVNU. lhere
aculons Lo Le Laken'by the commander ol We dSixuh
?LJ\) Lours:
10 pussivle, fexrry awoss all of we VILNU coubat Lroops
arviving al 1he crecsing siw by 2300 hours.
ordag Vack val'ed)y to KOVIO e columns with the VILNU
men and the (ombat Coumand 1007.

3. hepulse the enemy attacks and, on 10 July, withdraw from

the point of contact wilith the enemy's enclirecling movement,




Ry 2300 hours, tie combined {forcees of the ammored englicers
and We engineers o W gyl  Lricme Ligiieer sallello . vucceodnd
in ferrmwing all the VILNO comba® troops who zrrived at tWe crossing
gite acrose the viver,
until 0100 hours 10 July in orue) | oI ETTH ! WL «dOU
nours. the 56 cond Tucs CcOoLudb " & LOactu dlild avlt VO Ulhishell CO Lue
retuin Vo | OVlU. At aboul 2200 Lwowre, e |, ~r@wis| L EEEPANITEN )
unite of Combat Command 10£7 were an lhedr way, and shoruly welore
Syl howrs We assault party ol we 0l Aliall, Liviodlony CarTydng
the fighting elements ot Camia I .. Al ALe cawost vaelldceles

and taunks, vegan uwie return aer

IV. rlrl('.l e Curr: maz d. Qb Ve UV

Many incldents occurred durine the night of 15-16 July hecause
the ) - ' mebhile 1o nrotaecet tha ronte of withdrawel
cormletelv{this being a lengtl of appreximately 80 kilometers from
aonth to north) with only two battalions of motorized infantyry.
Small enemy nnite vere ocontinuaily sueccossful in reeshing the road
and Ploackine~ 4%, This created manv delare for ‘he columns, and the
rogf had to be cleared constantly. GHere, the enerretic and capable
ectiong of the Cerman subordinate commanders fully proved thely
worth., At dawvm of 16 July, the co) .ns were out of reach of known
enemy artillerv fire; this only iniecreased ')l pressure of enemy
infantyy and amored foreces on both zides of the romte of withdrawal,
The commander of the 11,th Avmeored Infantrv Repiment proved his
worth here b amploayine his eorbined motorized forcas=<the 11l4th
Pargonnel Chrriar Battalion of the assault pariy was under his coummand

arain on 16 July--flexiblys thev waye alwavs at the wirht place at

the rirht time-ehape enemy preesnre wvas the strovsesl, Consequeaily,

he prevented an enemv hrealthrough at KIETOVISZEL, and attacied the

Puscian motorized troops seuth of ZY7ZVMORY so that anemy actlon oo




»

in ferrving all the VIINO combat troops who arrived at the crosein;

gite across the yiver., 5 an

until 2100 hours Lo July in orue) ) TV LAl ' L «d00
houre, the second Lrucs columi wal Loaceou <kl able Lo comnunce the
I'vilis WO J\l.l’.J. AL ﬂb(;UL ;.;.uu sl oy Lnk. h.u.i..it;,,a]-' I'Wwii\ 4. "'f...:.-:&"'n.ulTEN)

unite of Combat Command lOCT were on lLheldr way, ang £aoruvly velore

S0 hours We assaull party ol we SlxXW FPALNLL Livision, CcarrTyling
the {ighting elements o' (omatl Ccmgana 1007 il 1be cawoat valildcles

and taiks, vegan wie return JLera .

IVe The return marci of e coveruy par.

L

Many incldents occourred during the night of 15-16 July because
the nrotect tha rounte of withdrawsl
coomletelv{this bedng a length of appraximately 80 kilometers frow
sonth to north) with only twe hattalions of motorized infantry.

SRell enemy umnite were ocontinually suconssful in reeehing the road
and bloakin~ 4%, This created nanv delays for *he colums, and the
roed had to be cleared constantly. Here, the enerretic and capable
gotiong of the Cerman subordirate commanders fully proved thelr
worth., At dawvm of 16 July, the columns were out of reach of known
ancmy artiller fire; this only ircereased 'lic pressure of enemy
infantyy and amored fovrees on both zides of tle romte of withdrawal,
™o commander of the 11hth Ameored Infentyrv Pesriment proved his

worth here b amployineg his eorbined motorized forces—the 1L uith
Pargonnel Chrriar Battalion of the assault pariy was under his cummand
again on 16 July--flexiblys thev wayve alwavs at the rirht place at
the rirht time-enhape cnamry pressure vas the stronrest, C-'misequeui..l,},

he nreventad an  semv hrealthroueh at KIETWISZEKI, snd attacked the

Puscian motorized troops sonuth of ZV7IVMORY so that anewy action on
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