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PART Is PBASTC TNV WMATION AND CONSIDERATIONS

, el iminary Fvente in Perlin,

a, Sltuation comeerning the comand F, t 1
The Pritish 71 Alamein offensive began on 23 October 1942, At that

time, the "ommandiing Ceneral of the Cerman Afrika ¥Yorps, Cenera) der

Pangertrunpe WValther Nehring, was undergoing hospital treatment at
Wuensdorf near Terlin, Fe had not yet fully recovered from the wounds
sustained on 31 Awgust 19.2, luring the opening days of "ommel's thrust
tovards the Nile valley, Particularly the arm wound was still festering.
The Ceneral had hoped to be able to rejoin the Afrika ¥orpe by the
middle of November, so as to be on the spot for the anticipated "ritish
countoyroffenaive, Previous information from the "hief of Staff, Col,
Payerlein, had indicuated thot time to be early enough for the morpose,
It turned out that expectations were not to be Justifiedy the offonsive
began at a much ear’ier date, while the period of convalescence had be-
come protracted, Tn the meantime, the Cerman Afrilka Forpe was unler
the deputy command of General der Panzertruppe von Thoma, while Ceneral

der Kavallerie Stumme comanded the Italo=Cerman Panzer Army in the
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atsence of Field Marshel lieamel who had Leen granted emergency leave for
reasons of health,

be erenc erlin. Iy surprise, Allied land atd
in North Africa began on 8 November. During one of the follovwing days
(probably 9 November) Coneral Mehring received a telephome call from
Perlin, (eneralleutnant Cause, "hief of Staff of the Italo=Cerman Panzer
Army, waz on the phome and rejuested the Ceneral to join him the next day
for an urgent coafercnce at his quarters in Perlin where he was staying
on convalescent leave, The conference took place as requested, Another

participant, aside from the previocusly mentioned generals, was Nommel's

Gesistant adjutant, Captain of the Reserves lngemar I'ernd, whan the ¥ield

Marshal bhad sent to report to iflitler at his headouarters near Raatenburg
in Fast Prussia, PBernd was on his return light to North irica, He
reported the followings

¢ Jlevort of Captain

The El Alamei

The Pritish in their offensive employed axtraordinary cuantities of
materiel, as the result of which the Italo=Cerman Panzer Arny {ound
its2lf in an extremely difficult position. Lnemy ground and air forces
had crushed the front, urther attempts to ward off the oney Lros ke
through would have been futile, regardless of the expenditure in men and
materiel, (I'ield Marshal "onmel porsonally confirmed this faet to the

author during a later conference at lg, Jb.d. o9 in eurly July 193,.)
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ommel meant to gave hig army {from useless snnihilation, at
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regerving for himeself at least a certain amount of ree-

80 T8 he c¢>wld n @ annther etand 1in a nev poeition ana

an unchecked enemy advance in vesterly directlion
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retiring in vesterly direction,
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recapture the ol We I tion 1in Lhe A TS | deflle,
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Such a decision would moreover have been wrong and devoid of rhyme or
reason in the light of the above estimate of the situation by the
commanding general who had independent acuthority to act within his
theater of operatioms,

Should he order a halt at some random point in the desert and
there defend himself constantly exposed to the danger of another breake
through, an easy matter for the enemy in pursult, or perhaps risk being
outiNanked and encircled by way of the easily crossed desert?

That decision appeared to mile even less sense, it would indeed

have been tantamcunt to the army's sulclde,

The "eld Mareshal therefore decided after a moment's hesitation

te etand by his original decisior and to report this fact to Hitler,

Evants at "uehre

what had happened at M™aehrer Headquarters?

A mistake on the pert of the officer of the day (a sixty year old
Major uf ‘he Reserves) was reaponsible for the fact that that morninpg's
message from the Italo-leorman Panszer Aray, which contalned Romel's
momentous decisicn, had not been recognized for its importance and theree
fore was not at once 1ald bhefore Jodl, nnd thus Hitler, Neither of them

learned of ites contenta previous to the routine repert during the course

of the morning. In the meantime, however, [ltler's impe'ling order,

canposed the day before in order to lend moral support to the *leld
Marshal and his brave soldiers, had already bteen transmitted teo Afrieca,

causing FParmel's dramatie self-conflict,




Hitler's chagrin wvas vented on the gullty officer of the Jday who

immediatoly found himself demoted and en route to a labor battalion,

L il

Lernd g 'lesion to the Q.80

Enowing Hitler full well, the Field Marshal was not satisfied with
only hies radio report, For that reasorn he immediately sent Captain

ernd to the O,K.W, in Fast Prussia for his personanl report orn the ¢litu
etion in "gypt to the "Commander in Chief of the® rmed Forces."

‘rue to form, thir tremendously important military task was entrusted
not to a trained staff officer but to Fernd, in civilian life s Ministe-
rislrat in the Propaganda Ministry!

Nevertheless, "ommel seems to have selected the right man.

Followinz five lines miseing!!
muse asked Leneral Nehring whether he were willing and able to take
charge of fortifying the rearvard position, Capt., Pernd wvas to tace Lhe
answer a. r7 to Afriea the next morning while Ueneral leutnant Gause would
inform the OKW,
onegiderins the exigency of ¢
lded tO assent,

Uenersima lor Krguse's "tatement 9! 6 Margh
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Lgueds
m O Mareh 1947 Goneralmajor Krause, formerly the senior commander of
artill: 'y in the Italo-German Panzer f"-l"my: in ormed the author that to the

knowledge Rommel, recognizing the oversll situation as unten-

'
r

long ™n af'ter ¢ \llied lendings in North Africa, proposed




to the UKW the gvacuation of Af'rice, derctruction »f materiel, and embarka-

tion of all persornel via air or naval versel for the defense of the
[telian mainland, Hitler peremptorily prelected this plan,
other lernd or Hitler touched uron thie incidert in the course
the former's report, or vhether there wae time to refer to it, 10
unknown t» the asuthor, It was, nevertheless, obwvious that some things
were left unsald when ernd related his dlscussions at "uehrer Headquarters
to Cenercslleutnant Cause and Genersl Nehring.
in llome., LJepar s epite the fact that hies arm woun'! had notyetl
neral lehring departed - me an 11 November, intending, in
acoord with his miseion, to fly from there t> Itallian North Afrieca, which
reviously left on 10 feptember aboar® & Junkers hospital plane
iay o rete
New lisgion. O November, “hile 1. enersl Nehring most
urexnectedly received orders to proceed gt once t unisia «nd t» arsime
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the generesl vere, to his recollection, the nreviourly mentioned Major

Moll, as well ae Mainr Hinkelbeing of tha Staff, OB SUED,

o begin with, the genersl had & nonference with the Alr Torce Com-

pander, Tunis, 'ol, Harlinghaueen, wvho hed sccompiished * 2! rbarme

e ol A L

occupstion of the Tunie airport wvithout French interference,
linghausen had taken in Tunie viatever vital security meae
‘rees At hi i1enoesl wou all ov he D lpl_l] Linn Al
ernment hes“ed hy ¢ ecident ‘miral "rteva, apparently

remaln neutral, 18iness T oted ar usuel.
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strongpoint similer to Tunis, In his opinion it wvas imnosgible to do
more with the linited number »of forces avallable. No reconnaissance
partiee had heen sent westward towards PFone due to the laek of motor
vehicles, The same reagon wvas given to explain the lmporssibility of com-
nlying that same day vith Generel Nehring's demand for the advance of nf
lesrt some token forcee in verterly direction ro as to delay the enemy,
vhore ndvance r 'Yzert an?' Tunie va: v"rtlm]]‘y a 'aregone o.nc]uMon,

~Mnt pe far Aletant y monsihle. uch an operstion wvas hovever
promicred for the following day.

eneral Nehring left North Afrieca deeply impressed, although hardl:
cheered, by vhat he had peen,

ntegtitute plene promised by Rome 41d not srrive. The general

Junkers traneport nlane to fiefly (Trapeni), at vhich

the nlane sent ffrom Home He arrived 1in ome after
emooth night landing

following day, 15 November,
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immediate action and vas of the most vital importance; everything had

to be improvised and laboriously reraped together,

a. The OEW's Tetinate of the Possibility of ‘llied Laniing

Operations, So far a: General Nehring knew, the OKW in its estimate of the
eituation up to thet time had, contrary to Mussolini, conridered an Allied
landing in Yremch North 'frica unlikely, for whi'h reason it had refured
to sanct'on preparatory measures of' any kind, Now the time vas romevhat
late for winning "the race for Tunis" (-f. "The ‘ar in Nor'h Africa,"
Part 1T, Page 21) agairst the eremy landing forces which only had to keep
movli g ahead in order to succeed,

_gtimate of Laniing Possibilitie om Lug vantage ¢ it 108 .
The FW's vievpoint made little sense when comtemplated fron frican soil
since NO OLicr rearor® were knowr Lo support it., Throughout the summer
of 1942 Rommel's Panger Army had been haunted by the gpecter of an enemy
lani'ng far in ite rear, 'very large convoy in the Mediterranecan recalled
this poseibility to Fleld Marshal ommel's mird, 7o 1llustrates durirng
mid-gummer of 1942 forces of the Germsn Africakorps had repeatedly been
srdered to stand by, so that in case of an "llied landl: g along the Via
‘albia coartal highway (so ealled after {its bullder Balbo) they mizht at

ance be directed to the danger spot, The ritish night rald of 13-14

cptember helped to empharise the enemy 'hreat, In this instance, hovaver,

the attempt falled, It had not been launched deep enough in the rear of

omel '8 armmy, 80 thet Axis troops were able to interfere at ornce. All
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German and Italian units in the vielnity took prompt countermeasures,
It had also becore evident that the Malte~brund large lritish convoys

would be spotted soon after they had set out on their long voyage from

Gibraltar, The strong Luftwaffe forces base¢d on Ulelly wo 1d proceed to

raid them in about the longitude of "ougie, and particulerly while the
veesels vere navigating the narrov Straits of ‘leily. In this manner

the convoys would be broken up before they reached the!r destination, The
same fate would have avaited troop transporte bound for some point along
the const of Itallan North Africa, Tor thir rearon an enemy landi 2 still
farther in the rear of the German "o>rces was probable, Tt wvas all 'he more
1ikely in the lizht of rumors vhich had lon: becn mekin: the rounde, or
which porhaps had purposely been put in cireulation to mislead the German
commend, about American preparations in Dakar for an advance in wesl. rly
(sic) (easterly? Tr.N.,) or northerly dircotion via Lake Chad, In May 1942
ommel therefore delilerated sernding General Nehring with & number of
planes to lLeke had in order to obtaln a clear picture of the situation,

Je The llies' Decision, The Allies d.0ided to land troops in
an! wert of Alglers, Oran harbor vas almost out of the Luftwaffe's reach;
lglers wa: beyond the range of German fighters, UGerman bombers were 'here-
fore able to rald these ai ' es only under corditions afordiig them proe-

tection, 1.e,, clowd covered skinms, dawn or dusk, and during night time,

e Attitude of ' rancg. In addition to Lhe aforesaild dAifficultiee,

the political adviser in Tunis, German Minister Dr, Rahn, at that time
stated that on hier opinion the Allies have good rearon to believe that,

vher the time comes, the "rench would joln forces with the Americens
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because they were tired of being the butt of Germany's pollizy of expediency.
Fvente bore out this analysis, Fven advocates of a "runco<lerman reaproach-
ment like Admiral Darlan, who favored the establishment of more cordial
relations with Germany even prior to 1939, offered no more than temporary

resistance to the Allies' intervention.

The /llies very appropriately chose the safle widdle«of«the-road

coursge, The landing sites were pot too close to the en y 1.0, oOUt of

range of the German II Alir Corpe on Sieily. Nor were they tog far from the

main focal area, 8o that there war no need for an extended, consuming ad-

vance in veeterly (elec) (easterly? Tr.N,) direction via lake Chad, heading
roughly towards the upper Nile Valley, which at best would have been an
enterprise of doubtful outeome, AL the end of rsuch a maneuver the Allied
forces would moreover have found themselves once more facing Rommel's
front, rather than at the flank, or, as wves to ‘e preferred, in the rear
of the Ttalo-lerman Panzer Amly. Attaining the latter objective by
advancing north from Lake "had with a sufficiently large bLody of troops
wag at that time held to be impossible for reasons of terrain and supply.
That opinion might, and probably does, retaln 1i: vallidity even lLoday.
nding pperations in th aforesald onorts vere therefore the

the problem, They entalled but little risk, perticu-

political spadewverk which app
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