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Reconnaissance in the Battle of Sielly
A, General Information

l. During the fighting in Sicily the Luftwaffe was able to carry out
reconnaissance flights only in exceptional instances, because of the over-
whelming supericriiy of the Allied air forces, and the availability of only
a small number of German reconnaissance aircraft. 1t may be s2id that air
reconnaissance was instrumental in providing vital information to the German
command only in the early phases of the fighting. As an example, on 20 July
a German plane reported, that, in the western portion of the island, numerous
motorized columns were advancing on the roads leading to PALEEKNMC., Although
there was no information as to whether these formations were ltallan or
Allied, this report was used by the Commanding Ceneral of the XIVih Panzer
Army Corps as a basis for the decision to commit forces to the protection

of the northern flank along the coastal road in the north.

2. Enemy information from the "intelligence agencies" was almost non-

T — Yo S e e W e — A — . . e

existent. Up to the present time it has not yet been ascertained, whether
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an "intelligence service" had been organized cn the island. No reports
arrived from the island itself. A few reports arrived from Africa by way
of ROME, but, these were of no particular importance to the conduct of combat
operations,

3.7 .78¢ Italian air force and an
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extent the latter existed could, with
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ults were negative.

tly, the German command generally had to depend entirely
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on ground reconnaissance during the fighting in Sic
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I, Strategic UTOUﬂu neconnalssance.
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l. Also in matters pertaining to strategic reconnaissance the ltalian

High command failed to put forth any effort.

2., The two German divisions initially committed in Sicily, the 15th
Panzer Grenadier Division and the "Hermann Goering" Division, attempted to
conduct sirateglc reconnaissance with the few available armorea scout cars,

supplemented by motorized reconnaissar.ce patrois prior to and after the

'he fact, that this type of reconnaissance was only possible

and did not produce adequate results was due to the
formation through strategic air reconnaissance. The
existing roacnet --- already emphasized in
ips: wireless signal

L - ] - 'I - - [ ] - L ]
C OmImy 4 ong wer re o hampereo caused by
sl .\ j b | r l e . \ . e i i . - L -1 ¥ " - & % & - = _1' 4 i % | . J : j i L \ - / L ke .l % # .!I 1 ‘:_ r_i

\‘-\ ! L‘IE'II:'LLJ,'

cround




Tactical Ground Reconnaissance.
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During all phases of the operation, tactical ground reconnaissance was
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conducted with all means at our disposal.

ical eround reconnaissance was not easy and the refore
dia n ce the
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usefulness as a reconnai e force was over. There was no
possibllity t the tactical commander would receive a
report that contact .
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the physical
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terrain ; \TANIA, 1 example ) 1 e the normal amount
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