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Prenarationa for the Capture of Malta in June 1942
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At the beginning of June 1942 some of the officers of the XI Air
Force Corns Hq. were informed that by order of OKW [Supreme Headcouarters
of the Wehracht] the prelimirary measures wer: to be initianted for the
capture of Valta.

This oneration was to be carried out by the itlq. of the XI Air Force

Corns witii units of the Corps.

The following troons were avalilable:

© German parachute regiments
1L parachute artillery regiment

1

L. light parachute Flak reglment

1l armored paracnulte detachment

1 parachute machine gun battallon

1-2 heavy nparachute mortar batteries

1 narachute engineer battalion
The following airborne units were to be placed in readiness:

2=3 transport grouns with He 11ls [originally bombers ]

7-5 airborne groups with Ju 52's [three engine, low-wing mononlanes,

the standard freight and troop=-carrving transports)

Part of these were intended for the towing of troon-carrying gliders,
DFS 232's and Go 24l's. For supply a few hegqvy cargo gliders, Me 321's,
were to be used.

I+ was further intended that the ltallan parachute brigade should
participate in this operation wit 1its own Savoya transport groups.

The region of Naples and of south Calabrie was to be reconnoitered
as a concentration area for them and the eastern part of Sicily for German
1_1?1'1[,5_

Air Corps Lieutenant General |General der Flieger | Student charged

G=l |Quartermeister | of his headquarters wit: the following recon-
naissances for the concentration:
The transportation of German units to southern Jtaly
Sicily and the facilities for unloading them,
2. The air transport units:

a. in the vicinity of Napl~s and souther Calabria,

b. in southern Calahrja and Sicily:
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3 The bringing up and assembling of supplies on the bhasis of
10 days of fighting.

+ 2 greatesli secrecy was naturally to be observed. ?ertinent
questions were 5o be discussed with only a very few offlicers of the
staff of Ob. Sud.

The reconnaissances disclosed the following picture:

1 The concentration by rail would be effected relatively quickly
as far as the MNaples area. Difllculties would not arise until southern
Calabria -~ only a single~track railroad with 12 trains daily. Difficulties
would increase at the strait of Messina. The railroad ferries l.ad a
capacity of only LOO cars daily.

Along with the concentration of transportation for the
parachute troops, the bomber and fighter formations of the II Air
“orce Corps located in Sicily, and the civil population had to be
kept supplied with grain and coal. Supnlies would also have to be
provided for a portion of the naval fighting forces. Considering cthese
factors and t“e number of trains needed for the rail movement, 32-35 days
would have to be reckon2d on for the concentration.

Unloading facilities would have to he expanded, as hardly any
railroad station possessed the necessary rarps.

2. ? There were many airfields avaiiable in the Naples area
80 that only work involvin; minor expansion and improvement needed to
be conglidered.

b In Calabria the nly ¢ airfielde avalilable, One
of them, Crontone, was comparatively easy t¢ enlarge and put in snape for
the intended purpose (empliyment of gliders). But in Vibo Valencia -
gituated on a rounded hilltop - there was no way of effecting anv exnansion.
OQtner fields which could be made ready in a comparatively
short time were not to be found because of the mountainous and precinlitous

character of Calabria. 4ine Reggio airfield, though still available, did
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not enter int~ the calenlabtions as it way intended for other nurposes.

- L

c. Siclly offered a rather large number of sirfields, but

these were urgently neeced for the bomber and fighter formations. Only

2=3 fields could also take He=l] rouns .,

conpelled Lo reconnoiter new terrain
for so-called emergency or seasonal fields. The Catania plain, south
and southwest of Litpa offered adoquate possibilities Hr the temporary
instaliation of fields. It was an advantage that the wheat harvest was
at hand and the farmers nad "»ly to beamked to nut of{ temporarily
the ploughling of the fields.
Becauie axparience n28 shown that on the second day

there is alresuy a considerable need of sunplies anong the fight]

ey

troops and the command at that noint of pmaracnute action rﬁqUiITﬁH the
major nortion of the transpo: nits for getting additional suponlies
t0 the troons, the logistics section had to endeaver to

b
dumps as near as possible o the oblieclive, 8o as to be
several sorti-s during daytime Hence the necessity of
out of the Catania nlair.
Ln Lhe n?uJ:*T”Frﬂf " June it was nossible .
completion of the reconnaissances t0o the corps commander.
time the statemen’ was submitted to the effect th

'I J “‘_1{‘-3 rpl‘..lq !J ; ! ,_‘ﬂ

|Signed: ] Seibt

Translated
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Reviewed LV Col. L
2V July 19408
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