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y pbattelion and the Assault

Main=-Topic: Comperison between the Infentry

Bettelion, developed by the Wat'fen-SS during the Course of the

Sl e

ilndex:

| Experiences from World War I,
The development of the infentry daring peace-time,
Disadvantages of standard infantry atteck,
The asseault bettalion, developed by the Weffen-SS.
8. Orpanizetion and weapons of assault units.
Combat methods emplcyed by assault units,
Ce Adverntages o©of thls method of combat,

de Prereqguisites for training of agsanult units.

Lxper‘ences with snggault battalions,
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uorl'n:'isu:; between the II:IBI!*'I‘}’ Rattalion end the Assault Battalion
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h}/ the Waff'en-SS durineg the course of the wer,

Lven thovgh the increesed employment of equipment and technical in-
novetions exerts considereble inf'luence upon the method of combat from a
technicel ang , neverthelesg, in modern combat waged apeinst & modern

tasks which ceurnot be accomplished solely by the use of

af

innovations, end thus commitment of infantry units is still

jecaeuse 0f the enemy's increased ornamel C, &N ATtACK DI dﬂﬂdhﬁ}'.flbr

QEeCOnNe ar ever ax:mmﬂir;* ;.rl,ﬁr.lern.
be faced as early as Worid Wer I, Massed ert,iller},-
ber of' lipht end heevy mechine guns neccesltated
grestest deployment in ivfentry tactics ind tne crestion
However,
individual soldier
vear, the problem remained unsolved,
1 ttles of World Wey I, determined
neace-time development O] Il LILEIHTIVe [he _1111‘&:.\‘1"5,' Ol theé
sisted of drefted enlisted
weg besed on the
ihe infantry wes

try traeining




of its three squads. The combat formations were deployed in width and

depth, and the coordinetion of heavy &nd light infentry weapons for the
support of the infentry had been carefully plenned and precticed in treining.
.s & result of this thorough peace-time training, offensive combat by the
Germen Infentry in 1940=41 proved equal to enemy's defersive combet and

led to success, However, this method of attack had the fecllowing dis=-
sdvanteges which woula have had detrimental results becsuse of mounting

losges end the necesserily brief trelning of replacements:

B o sttacks were carried out over brocad frontages and after achlieving

a penetration in the e¢nemy's mein line of resistance, the aveileble forces

hed to be regrouped. In this way, valueble time for subsequent action was
lost and the enemy had time to reassemble,

De bue to w de frontepges the eveilable heavy infantry weapons were
not able to give adequate support to the ettacking inflantry,

Qe When zones of attack were essigned to attacking infentry units,

WE 5

the attack, often of necessity,/carried acrcss open and unfavorable terrain.

de Lxercise of firm command over the individual goldier within the
ffremework of his combat squad, piatoon, etc, == which 1s esnrecially
important in the csse of poorly trained replacements was not assured since
even the squed leader wes not able to exert & persconel int'luence over lils
combat unit,
One lopgicel result was thet, in part, considereble losses were incurred,
and the off'ensive cepabllity of units wes lowered,

jeceuse of thess fectors, the difficulties of commend are increased

end mobility and striking power are effected, Aside frocm the resulting
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large losses in equipment - which are not always eesily replaced - certainly

the fact thet increacged losses exert an unfavoreble effect upon the morale

of the troops end thus greetly reduce fighting power, had to be taken into

account.

These facts were clearly recognized by the Waffen-SS from the very
beginning, and its aim was to strive at all times to take counter-measures
ageinst these conditions. Consequently, from the time it wes activated,
the Weffen-55 placed great emphesis on a combat methed wnich to a very
rreat extent would off-set these disadvantages. It is obvicus thet intensive
treining could only be carried out with specielly selected units. Therefore,
those chosen for the Waffen=SS were cf high physicel csliber and exceptional
mental capaclity, This principle of selection proved to be most successful
and no doubt will elweys be adhered to in the organization of Elite=troops.

During its trelining, therefore, the Waffen-SS could teke into account
that it had the 'creem' of personnel, that much grester reliance could be
placed on its units, and substentially more would be exvected from its
infentry in ground combat, Thus the idea came into existence 1in the Wef{en=-S5S
to inte.sify infantry combet treining and develop & srecial assault inflentry
from Waffen=SS units. Thus, creestion of asgsault detachments became the
predominent idea in infentry treining. These detachments formed & smell
separate combat unit ard thelr weapons were 1in conf'ormance with the special
nature of their tasks, Lven the smellest unit, the asssult squad, had
fflet tra fectory fire end high-angle fire wee  ons its disposele The asseult

~ . : | . | P - - . "
squed was equipped with assault rifles |Sturmgewehren ] , rif'les equipped
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with telescopliec sights, light mechine guns, rifle grenade attachments,

annd hand grenades., later on, recoilless antitenk grensdes end leunchers,

| Panzerfaust ), were added, Mortars as powerful hipgh-angle weapons were

available,in the next larger unit, the assault platoone 1lhe as ault company
also had heavv machine guns, mortars, frequently 2 cme. ceannon, antitank
rifles, and combat engineers equipped with demolition equipment and mines.

The distinctive feature of the metiod of conbat employed by such a

W/

unit consisted cof the fact that assault detachments or assault squads
recelved their own combat missions which T]’:ﬁy carriaed out, in so far as
nossible, in close combet in parsallel commitment, leaving certein geps
and exploiting the terrain features.

The advantages o0f' this method of combat are obvicus:

The commanders down to asssult detachment leaders no longer are
restricted to the framewcrk of & def'inite pattern. The commander has closer
control of his unit and 1s able to operete in a more advantageous and
successf'ul meuner,

By abolishing the zone of attack, unfavorstle terraln would be

ettecke The enemy would not recognize the sattack ilmmediately,
y 1in evidence on the battlef'ield, and
unnecessery casualities,
y wetpong and
reconne issence petrols 0, by delivering heavy fire,

aNtry attAcCK ., R 'ally felnt attacks were conduc tedc

for purposes of decelving the enemny repgarding the
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Ce Since the attack 1s orpenized in depth and launched along e

narrow front,full support by the massed fire of heavy inf'antry weapons

1§ possible, Moreover this disposition in depth prevents the enemy from
delivering an effective thrust against the flank of the attacking assault
unlts .

de The assault unit, thus, attacke on a nerrow front, but with full
striking force and by utilizing all of 1ts fire powere The leading assault
it 1s not charpged with the mission of rolling up the enemy's line and
theref'ore no reorgenization will be necessary after the penetration has
been achleved, The adventage geined may be lncreased by lmmediate ex-
Lloltetion of' the new situatlion,

Nell-treined and smoothly-functioning assault units pgenerally did
ery hour. Daytime hours were no
attack, Ilnstead they cnctse the hours

during twilight and | 1 -il:,f did not expect

Bl 2tLAECK > more successi'u o aLtacks _ Lt Or durling 1ofe

{'ltness and tac
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conmanders of these

thelr size unit might have t«
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vnderstood that this VWeff'en-585 combat method could not be applied throughe
out because the time T’ﬁ(i“i!'ed to master a tesk of this nature was not

svalleble, At any rate those experiences geined throughout the whole war

in the Regiment "Deutschland" of the Division "Wiking" were entirsly

suf'f'icient to demonstrate the practiceblility of this method of combata

[hese battelions nearly elways achileved success in combat while losses were

held to a moderate fipgure.




ARMEEABTEILUNG -

ARMEEGRUPPE

DIVISIONSGRUPPE=

GAU

GAULE ITER

JAEGER (division
or other
size unit)

KAMPFGRUPPE

KCRPSABTE ILUNG -

KORPSGRUPFE

LUFTGAU

ORGANIZATION

PANZERFAUST

PANZERGRENAD IER
(division or

other sizc unit)-

PANZERGRUPP K

- A reinforced corps,

828 AR RY

commanded by a Corps commander with a
Corps Staff, ' |

A weak improvised army under an Army Commander with an im-
provised Army Staff, .

A unit f'ormed by transferring the desiznation of a partial-
ly destroyed division tu one of or a consolidation of its
recsiments,

Nazi Party administrative area,

Official in charee of a Nazi Party administrative area (%au),
His control over perty matters in his area was complete, and
gradually after 1933, and even more after 1939, he assumed
complete control over the entire civilian ponulation,

light infantry

A term loosely assigned to improvised combat units of various
sizes, named usually after their commanders.

A reinforced division comnanded by a (usually senior)
Division Commander, with a Division Staff,

4

m

Two or three understrength divisions assembled into a
tacticel unit under a Corps Commender, with &n improvised
Corps Staff,

Administretive and supply organization of the German Air
Force; its authority was limited to a well defincd and
permancntly fixed geogrophical area, Those established in
Garmany were designated by Roman numerals, thosc¢ in occunried
Créas b'\' their location.

Prramilitary construction organizetion of the Nazi Par
auxilioary to the Wehrmacht. Named after its founder,
Consisted of a cadre of enginecers, cxpanded 28 necess?
the use of hired, conscript, or foreign labor.

Recoilless anti-tank grenade and launcher, both exp

usually motorizod, sionally mechanized infantry.

firmorcd force the size of 2n army, but operoting in conjunc-
tion with an army. when onerating indepcndently, normally
recdesignated 25 a Panzer Army, )

( OVER)
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REGINENTSGRUPPE t A ropziment constituted during operations and consilsting
of men and cquipment from various arms,
(or)
be A reinforced battalion, given & rogimgntal dcsignation,

RE ICHSWEHR The German Moetional Deofensg Esteblishment under the
Versailles Treaty,

ROLLBAHN Road designated as @ main axis of motorizcd transportation,
from which nll anim~l transport cnd marching columns were
normally barrcd,

VOLKSGRENAD IER A term first applicd in autumn 1944, to rcorgernized infantry
divisions, organized on roduced T/0 with inercnsced rotio of
automatlc weaponsSe

VOLKSSTURM Pcoples!' militia, asscmbled during tho later years of tho .
: war, resombling somowhat the wertime Stete Guard in the U.S,

WAFFEN S5 Combet arm of the SS; in cffect a partial duplication of
the German Army.

WEHE KRX IS The basic military arca of Gormany, resembling somewhit
the pra=-war U.,S. Corps Arca; had the additionnl functions
of administoring conscription and furnishing roplacements

to spucific units (divisions end corps) whosc hom: station
was locatcd in the Wehrkreis,
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