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Annex 2: Order of Battle, Task force L and Advance
Detachment, 1llth Infantry Division

Annex Aobroach March to Assembly Area.

Annex L& Advance to the bridge at GORNOSTA (POL.
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Infantry Division (in position there ), will == by a surprise thrust =-
take the DNEPR ge GORNOSTAYPOL intact. The divisicn will establish
and hold a strong brideehead on the east bank until the arrival of the
to be pushed to the DESNA."™
at ak, the lllth Infantry Divieion was (Lo attack
entire front after a short artillery preparation, break through
positions on the eastern bank of the RISNYA and SETUDYA, and
retreating enemy back across the DNEFPR After establishment
of the bridgehead on the east bank by the llth Panzer Divisicn, the 11lth
Infantry livision was to take over, and advance from the bridgehead towarad
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oimultanesusly with the commitment of its infantry, the lllth Infantry
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Division was to send out Advance Detachment Ho (see annex llo., 2) along
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to attempt the capture of the DVEPR Bridge at GORNOSTAYPOL (see annex
No. U ) o

Approach liarch and Assembly Area.,
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In view of 1significance of Hussian air reconnaissance, Task
Force L moved to the assembly area south of MALIN (see annex No. 3) on
22 August in broad davliresht and in one phase. Army assumed that the
movement of an armored division over bad roads with its attendant dust
clouds could not remain hiaden from the Soviet Command anyway, but that
the enenyy would not have time to take countermeasures of any importance.

Thus, only the last 20 kilometers north of the main road ZHITOMIR =--

KIEV were covered by th ents at dusk, and by the main body




in darkness., This servad to hide from enemy view the assembly area in

the woods which were straddling the MALIN ==~ RADONYSHL road south of
MALIN., For the approach march, only one single route was available which
led only for certain stretches over highways with solid roadbeas, As a
result, the last elements of the combat troops reached their assembly area
long after midnight, and == before resuming the march -- had no time for

first echelon maintenance absolutely necessary prior to combat,

Attack bv lllth Infantrvy Division on 23 August.,
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At dawvn of 23 18 after a brief artillery preparation, the assaulf
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detachments ¢ = 1th Infantrv Division attackea and penetrated uLhe

eneny positions in most instances during the first assault., The eneny,
who in some places offered tenacious resistance, was gradually pushed back
and northeast., 4##s a result of dogged resistance of enemy
rear guaras, and sporacdic, forceful counterthrusts, the forward elements
icn reached their objective —-- that 1s, the line

Panzer Divieion was to start its thrust toward the

-- three hours later than originally calculated by the Uerman command.

The Advmaﬂe of Task Force
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In view c¢f unfavorable roac conditione which confined the advance
»
main boagy ne 1810 1 mewhat better constructed road
[ANOVEA RNAKHOVKS INOSTAYPOL, the Commanding General
the llth Panzer Division organized a strong task force,
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L [Kampfgruppe L]. (For order of battle see annex No.

) have adequate striking power and suffiecient mobility tc

TLRNAKHOVEA by way of country roads, or, if necessary, cross country, Wheel=-
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ing south, it was to proceed along the road
ST HAKH SY%, and capture the briage.
was o advance on STRAKHOL-SYE along the above-ment

he reconnaissance battalion, reinforced for its mission by engineers,
preceded Task Force L as its point During the advance on TERMAKHOVEKA,
the battalion ran into great Aifficulties outside of RUDNY lhe advance
over the unimoroved dirt roads was slow; it was entirely impossible off
the road through the marshland. Most bridges had been blown up or set

at the last moment bv the retreating Mussi S The remalining

bridges across the numerous brooks and rivulets that {lowed mostly perpen-
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dicular to the line of advance, proved too weak for tanks and motor wvehicles.

Since the marshy river beds made fording impossible, bridge:

hastily reinforced or newly constructed. This resulted in unforeseen de-
lays in the advance. In addition, available mans proved insufficient in
numer and uvtterly inaccurate, A further delay was caused by the fact

the 1lllth Infantry Division, unaccustomed to co-operation with armored
units, occupied the roads instead of keeping them cleared of infantry,
and also blocked the way with its vehicles, 18 slowed down the advance
of the reconnaissarnce battalion and subsequent passapge of Task FForce L,
[he speed of the advance ' creased toward noon as the troops reached the
higchway at JEUKHOVICHI.

vherever the reconnaissance battalion encountered minor enemy oppo-
sition in the villages, it was broken without dismounting, and the troops

reached IVANKOV and PRIBORSK. JLThere, Soviet resistance stiffened., Russian

rear guarcs, concentrically retreating toward the bridge site at GORNOSTAYPOL,
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rerman advance oncge nore., In vain or simultaneously
Advance Detachment Ho, 111 th Infantry
wWas now attac
the Russian opposition. All further enemy atte
desperate resistance and counterattacks failed,
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Jerman nands, ai daring thrust our men
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neters long.
last moment. The motor-
the reccnnaissance battalion, the bicycle riflemen
o, and the assault puns, following hard on the heels
were able to frustrate this attempt. The east
by about L1700 the DIEP @ was in German hands

undama-ed,
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wstablishment of the Bridgehead. (
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east b in order to be able to establi

the time
the Hussians launched foreceful
at all costs., OStrongs elemen
L were tied down defending themselves against attacks along the west ban

of the DVEFE and from the marshy woodland The island over which the




il

led had to be cleared of snipers and m¢ shine-gun nests in bitter
and fighting. <The motorcycle and bicycle riflemen of the re-
connaissance battalion and Advance Detachment Ho, who were tenaciously
holding on to the east bank of the river, were just barely able to repulse
the repeatedly attacking Fussians with the help of assault puns drawn up
on the eastern part of the bridre., Because of the limited width of the
bridge, not more than two assault gune could be uced simultaneously. Due
tO0 the previously described difficult advance routes, our own artillery
anc tanks had not arrived as vet. The main tody of the division was still
The approaches to the bridre itself created an especially
accessible only over a stone dam that was
and rose high above the swamp. D2am and bridge

"L T

fire, 1In practice, the bridge was

machine-—=mmn

surrounding marshy woodlands were not cleared

again mountecd a2 strong counterattack on the

nk, supported by bombing and strafing of bridge and island by sever-
Ratas,” The division commander, Colonel A,, who happened to be on the
island, was seriously wounded., Despite all difficulties, the small force
¢ omm: | along the east bank weathered the 1518, repelled all attacks,
arnd somewhat advanced our own lines at dusk night fell, not only was

of the 1lth Panzer Division, but a bridgehead, even

astablished as ordered.

Unfortunately, the main body of the 1llth Panzer Division (1llth Armored

fantry Regiment, tank reriment, and artillery) was completely bogred

¢

f{ighter planes.
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l11th Panz Divisi crosged the

loward noon, the commander o

burning bridge together with his orerations sectio “or the next five

of fighting he was separated f his tanks and all his artillery

Tap * iV

allC

L0 renair those

Lt provea 1mpossibl

Rl




@ the techn

!
|
L]

al "M A S211 T & . "\ ' @ . J S § ‘ g - 9 '
= b I-ll !I'}I-.]I-‘. i r‘!\._ "' ._,_ - L ! & - § " L & & ’ . {., ]

L

e e R . B O e

ln add?

\ YT T
31 AR

ir advance elements,

Iﬂ?"v“:‘i O U

that were
companyv o0F . : me N ﬂ:l']*-f‘_
mpany with mc 88  assault detachment, the attack

However ad attac! ere to be expected during the

re - . L L - !
preferrec to attack

broad ffromt

reached

. . ! , £ vy 1
contact b A frien

were made possible solely through the employmen

assault detachment eonsi ' . four reconnaissance CAars, LwWo

armcred, HSvery time thiles assault detachment had passed the poll




r own air forece ana

e R g A e W

T F -
;-lrill:r




repeated attacks from their bases 1e KIEV 2irpe  delay appreciably

the crossing of our own forces
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the morning of 24 August, and
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of any regular ferry service
lron was commith ed did 1t possible to operate
service and rush c " the ridee also during
Lxperience had shown that the »resence of e rman
the sky clear of enemy aircraft.
the lllth Infantry Division
that had cernssed on 23 Auvgu Agle the morning of 24 August were now 2f
kKilometers east of the bridge hey were facing sracdual encirclement
were without sufficient ammnition and rations,

and their supply routes were incecure. Army ordered suppl
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Order of Battle, 1lth Panzer Division
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Order of Battle, lask Force L,
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Approach March to the Assembly Area,
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Arm'd cars

1st Bn, 111th Arm'd Ini.

HQ,111th Inf Div |
) ' m! \ 1|
g1 i Hdy 11lth Arm'd Div

11 3% f cd BEn, Arm'd
e 1]5th Inf

Adv Det HO

lst Bn, 110th

Arm'd Inf
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Legend:
Russian Hen patrols or smaller units

" start of anproach march

" positions
Bridgehead position, 2L Aug, starting point of advance
2 one Bn, 111th Inf, as mobile reserve of Task Forece Bo
~ less one Co.

TF Bo consisted of all elements of 1lth Panzer Div and Adv Det Ho of
lllth Inf Div committed along the DESNA.
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for greater clarity, towns are
desipgnated by their initial letter,
troons in full.

(see Lerend annex 5)
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