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Foreword

This ‘nterview is one of a ~eries conducted by the
Historical Section, ETOUSA, Unfortunately, only a typed record
in Tnglish 1s avallable for editirig. It 1s not knovn whether a
record 1n Gernan was made atv the time of the interview nor, if
one was made, can the accuracy of the translation be determined.
Therefore, no absolute guarantee can be glven as to the authen-
ticity and complctieness of this version of the interview. Only
obvious errors in spelling, punctuation, and grannatical construc-
tion have been corrected. All quoted remarks and parenthetical
statements, except those of the edilor, which are ldentifled as
such, are as they appear in the avallable record.
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Le Nlas there any competition between the officers in

command of the Fast and Yestern Fronts?

ern
There was competition between Zeitzler, who con-

trolled the FEast ' 1 ‘estern Front.
This competition
reservas 1n the German Army, but al: aus f the pecullar command
after 1941. There was no single army man, except Hitler himself,
had over-all responsibilility for both the Bastern and /iestern
Fronts., The dlivision of responsibility between Jodl and Zeitzler
encouraged competition between them for troops and esquinrment.
AT Upon what basis was th2 total number of divisions
in the st allocated”
e had a pgeneral standard of 50 diviszlions 1n
close of 1943. 1ght to twelve more were added 1n

1n anticlpation of landing operation

In the fall of 194%, Hitler issued
b

tions, which
indicated at this
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STHINT 3 - (
3 that m2de you think there was a possibility it

would occur that early?

A: Political indications. The Russlan press at that

time was crying that the campaign in Italy hardly constituted a second
front and, further, we fipgured that you would want to gain certain
military advantages by invading before our defenses were completed.
The Hitler "Jelisung of the fall of 1943 also order-
ed that the divisions in France be equippzd with stronger weapons.
wch infantry division was assigned an assault artillery battalion,
and old weapons were replaced with newer ones. oStrict orders were
glven to make preparations 1in a more war-like fashlion, to get the
troops out of the '"nome atmosphere," and to improve communication
facllities.,
‘ere defense preparations in the Jest handicapped
1n Russia?
¢+ A l°rge number of divisions coming from tl
rere reformed, refitted, reinforced, and then

from the Tastern Front was
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These divisions compris=sd about 509 of the total divisi
in "rance after the Invasion;
Divisions activated in
have been usaed in other theaters, but which were left 1n Frince be-
cause of the emergency there. For example, Pz Lehr Div, H.

T - Y ~ : \ - ’ . - \ 4 3 N - . r- " 1 -+
Jugend (Ed: 12 SS Pz) Div, and 17 35 Pz ( Gren) Div were of this

crouD
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(¢) Divisions which originally had been i

but had been withdrawn after they had becen badly pattered.
vithin Germany and then noved to the
divlisions, which were reserve or train-
nd 159 Divs.
petween the fall of 1943 and Jun 44, what changes
acle in the proportionate percentages of these groups on the
rn rront?
fall of 19435, grour (a) sonstituted about
in Jun 44, constituted about 504 The other

nelr percentages proportionately. Each of the

10 (Ed: proba-
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conmmanders.,. 1t also returmed later. 'he remnants of about five

-~ — ey

arrored divisions, plus some infantry divisions and 2 73 Div, were

shifted from Fast to Test after having been 1 ted in Germany. In
manded and received, in the spring of 1944, a
younger troops from all divisions in the 'est.
In view of your transportetlion problems, 1t

keep shifting divisions back and forch bet

Thlis was done to meet speclial emergencles., /hen
we needed a complete ariored division in the Fast at once, w2 could
not reactivate or reequlp a division at that front since it would have
reaquired six weeks, Only a new, {resh division could meet the emer-
ency. In addition, the movement from front to front provided rest
and recreation for the troops.

a clear cut distinc-

tion between the situations in "orld "ar Il and in this ar,
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irst "Jar, 1t was possible to make a gre:ter shifting of the

of gravity from "'est to Tast or vice

.

)0ss1ble to say which front in the over-all plcture had lmmedlate

priority because forces were dispat o those sections of the fronts
where the danger yas 1€ I"es.son : 118 was3 DOY  the
distribution
reserves 1in 1'!":',3[, which 1n

operational planning.

111ly convinced, as he




ETHINT 3 - ( " B

said, that the nvasion of Normandy was going tO declde the whole

1ssue of the war, then he should have given up some of his aims on

the Fastern FFront in order to gain a final decision on the Western

rront.

{o By "egiving up his aims" do you mean retiring to
the German border in the Fast?

i

+ I would mean retirement to the line of the Bug-

3

fan-Vistula Rivers, and retirement from the Baltic countries and
Funanlia. Thils would have left a line of demarcation agalnst Russila,
which we had after the FPolish campaign.
Bt A as such a move serilously discussed in the German
High Command?
organized fashion. In Sep 44, I gave

an orda2r on my ovn 1lnitiative to investigate the other theatecrs of
war to detormine whether it would be possible to relinquish several
of our long-range objectives in order to reach a decisive victory on
the others. Such an investigation never proceeded beyond the initial
stages 1in lower portions of my staff. The reascn for this was that

ret renchment, was directly orposed to Hitler's bas attitude
and thus could nzver be carried through.

9. + that w:s the basis of Hitler's attitude toward

retreat 1n Russia?

vO ussla, Hitler always took tr




" .
was needed to concuer ussia. For example, ren /lassow,
an army commander taken prisoner in the Ukrailne, offered to
propagandize the Russlan Army in favor of collaboration. IHitler
became furious when he heard avout this affalr and refused to explolit
1t , whereas the army was very glad to have an offer of such a propa-
candist and wanted to out the idea to work immediately. Hitler also
believed that to take such a man into the confidence of
would diminish the hatred which he fo
tovard Russia. He never wanted to feel oblige in any way toward
the Russlan pzople d refused any compromise,
Throughout the war wilith Russla, 1t was character-
never to decide uron retreat until the decision was
thrust upon him and the Gernman Army had lost the initiative. This
hapvened repeatedly--in Crimea (which everyone foresaw except Hitler)
:gioni) (where the fight continued until the last man

' g \ . - - Yy S Y . - ”~ - o~
Je4a ), and 1n many cther cases.

up the influences of the Yiestern Front

™ rar

n the Fastern I'ron mast be borne in mind that 20 or %0 divisions
from the ’‘est would no ave been sufficient 1n themseclves to swing
the decislon 1n the East; other conslderations were involved, arti
larly Hitler's insistence upon everything or nothing. In addition,

onsider the influence of the fronts in ltaly, Norway, and
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A: On that particular day, the situacion dilscussion
wes held in the Klessheim (an c¢1d castle of the Archbishep of 3Salzburg,
here Hitler always went when foreign state guests were calling. The
particular guest that day was the new Hungarian rrime kiiister,
tojey.). Hitler came into the meeting with a very radiant face
sald in a very strong Austrian "Anganga 1st." ("It has
finally begun." In correct German, this would be "Angefangen ist.")
Hitler took the news of the lnvasion very calnly and indicated that

it for » long time. Iils whole attitude was that now

the Ilnvasion actually had begun, all measures were being taken to

meet the crisis and the Gernan troops would emerge victorious through

4
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counterattacks., He did not bellere that 1t was possible to prevent
the landings, but he did bhellieve 1t was posslible to throw the troops
intc the sea within six or eight
ks .G hat was the background of the nove of the $ and
S Pz Divs to husslia n Mar 44,7

In Mar L4, the Russian attack had penetrated to

(%d+ city) and Bucovina (£d: region) in northeastern Rumania.

\rny) had been encircled at this time
initlative, offered to shift these two
divisions from the Wast to the Rast because he felt tha', the situa-~
tion there was serious enough to warrant the trancgfer,
cauze he was convinced that the Invasl

until later in the spring.




	Page 02
	Page 03
	Page 04
	Page 05
	Page 06
	Page 07
	Page 08
	Page 09
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12



