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Note toy KETHINT 9

By i Konneth W. IHaechlor
M jor, Infantry (Res)

This was a follow up on ETHINT 7 (™German Method of Writing History

. of the War™). After GCeneral Xarlimont had submitted his written answers

to the questions on the German method of writing histcery, I had a brief
conversation with him as a follow=up on these written answers.
[ate in August 1945, the high ranking German Prisoners of War vere

moved from Bad Mondorf to Oberursel, Germany. On the second of Sentember
1945, I secured permission to take General Warlimont outside of the PW
enclosure and to keep him out most of the afternoon. It was a beautiful
Indian summer day, and we tramped around in the woods which border on the
Oberursel enclosure. General #Warlimont said it was the first opportunity
that he had had to get any exercise since he had been captured. Most

of our conversation during this walk had little or nothing to do with
nistorical matters, and I took no notes during our conversation. After
our return, however, I made extensive notes on what General Warlimont

nad said in regard to General Scherff, the official historian. I also

.

noted some comments he had made about Professor Schramm and concerning the

ETO Historical Sectione.
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Hitler's lMilitary Historian

Gen Art '‘larlimont, '/alter

Demuty Chief, Armed Forces Operation Staf
(until 6 sSep 44, Denuty to Cenobst Jodl--

Chief, Jehrmachtsfuehrunssstab)

Dat 2 Sep L5

Place Oberursel, Germany (probably USFET MISC)

Interviewer laj Kenneth W. Hechler




Foreword

This intervicw 1s one of 2 series conducted by the Histor-
jical Section, ETOUSA, and its successors. Unfortunately, only a
typed record in English 1s available for editing. It is not knowm
whether a record in German was made at the time of the nterview,
nor, 1f one was made, can the accuracy of the translation be deter-
mined. Therefore, no absolute guarantce can be given as to the
authentilcity and completeness of this version of the interview.
obvious errors in spelling, punctuation, and grarmatical construc

have been corrected.




¢ How did Gen Scherff obtaln his position

1,

)\
. ]

Fuehrer's official military historian?

A: Gen Scherff got his job by his friendshi

Gen Schmurdt, one of Hitler'!s personal aldes who was Killed 1in the

20 Jul L4 affair. Gen Sche:.ff did not have a historical backsround.

He was very displeased when he realized that I had opposed his

appolntment to the position. I had another candidate in mind--cne

rfurth's associates.
. -

Nevertheless, Gen Scherff was an artlst anc

an k anpreciation of human motivatios
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11storian because he

.

relationships around the Fuehrerhauptcquartier.
Scherf{f{ appears to ha
nistorian for these three reasons:
nistory himsel 2) he ¢ d to
, ra

nad written,

everything he

of the various
the adopt]

instruct me to discontinue




STHINT 9
the reasons behind decisions as well as mere time-table of evenis.)

3, Ns Yhat did you think of the work of Professor

L —a

. ' 1 ) ’
istorian of the ehrmachtsfuchrunssstab?

L1
. [

A: Schramm had a rare memory, keen powers of analysils,

and rreat energy. He used to come to see me nearly every morning to

1

ask me for the reasons behind developments in the "ehrmichtsfuehrungs-
stab,
(Interviewer's Note: I gave Cen Jarlimont, in

B . . . R

response L0 hils questions, a brief di iption of the organization and

T .
1K
rs

operation of the I Historical Section. His only conment was that
Germany's experience from the las
dec..sions at the top are the ones usually lost to

unted for the strong Historical tion malntained

H1

™uehrerhauptquartier. )
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